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LOCAL

80 canoes, 8,000 Native Americans expected at Port Angeles climax to this summer's Canoe Journey

2005-04-12

by JIM CASEY

PORT ANGELES -- Eighty canoes supported by 8,000 Native Americans will land along the waterfront Aug. 1, kicking off a six-day event that may or may not pause to let participants sleep.

The Lower Elwha Klallam tribe will host the 2005 Canoe Journey, drawing handcrafted vessels from as far away as the Aleutian Islands, tribal officials told a Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce luncheon meeting Monday.

They received a warm reception from the chamber members, which months ago had been reluctant to accept the tribe's decision to close the Hood Canal Bridge graving yard.

Russ Veenema, the chamber's executive director, suggested that flags with the tribal seal be posted alongside American flags in the downtown area during the Aug. 1-6 canoe event.

The former graving yard site overlies Tse-whit-zen, the ancestral Klallam village where artifacts have been dated back 2,700 years. 

The village will be the focus of this year's Canoe Journey, Tribal Chairwoman Frances Charles told an audience of about 150 at the Port Angeles CrabHouse Restaurant.

Cultural past and present

Tse-whit-zen, she said, will give young people who make the journey a touchstone for their cultural past and present. 

The event, she emphasized, will be free of drugs and alcohol. 

``It's also a healing process,'' she said. ``It's all about the youth.''

Russell Hepfer, one of three Canoe Journey coordinators, said athletic contests and storytelling will be among the activities that will continue at the Lower Elwha Klallam Reservation west of Port Angeles.

``We're trying to keep all the events traditional,'' he said.
Makah say shift to quota-based fishery ``not a problem''

2005-04-12

by RAUL VASQUEZ

NEAH BAY -- There aren't likely to be surprises in the Makah tribe's 2005-06 winter salmon catch -- unlike last season.

After taking nearly about 19,500 chinook salmon -- many more than the 1,600 state Department of Fish and Wildlife officials expected the Makah to take last season -- the tribe's fishery this fall will be held to a quota.

And the fishery duration has been shortened by three months.

To Ben Johnson Jr., Makah chairman, those are limits that tribal fisherman can work with.

``Oh yeah, that'll work for us,'' Johnson said Monday.

But Johnson also expressed disappointment with how some nontribal sport fisherman have reacted to last Thursday's comprehensive fishing regulation package for Puget Sound that grants the tribe a quota of 9,000 chinook for the winter fishing season.

Many sport anglers expressed frustration and anger that the Makah quota has been set much higher than what was estimated by Fish and Wildlife for tribe the year ago -- 1,600 chinook.

Some angry e-mail

Johnson shared some of the e-mail messages received by the tribal council since the Fish and Wildlife package was announced.

``Never ever will I spend a meesley [sic] dime on your reservation,'' said one e-mailer to the Makah tribe on Friday.

``Go get drunk or OD or [something]. F--- you.''

Others accused the tribe of being greedy.

``You are not good stewards and Indians,'' said an e-mail message, also sent on Friday.

``You are wasteful and you [sic] parents are turning over in their graves.''

Johnson defended the tribe by saying many people don't have the facts straight about the impacts on salmon from the Makah fishery.

And he defended the right of the tribe to catch chinook and other fish, saying it represents the basis of the Makah economy.

``Fishing is our livelihood,'' Johnson said.

``This is what we've been doing all our lives. This is our whole source of income.''

Fish and Wildlife agree

Fish and Wildlife officials agree that the Makah take of almost 20,000 chinook salmon in the tribe's treaty troll fishery -- which it voluntarily ended in February, two months early -- hasn't had any measurable impact.

``For Puget Sound chinook, we didn't measure an effect on this year's harvest,'' said Pat Patillo of Fish and Wildlife.

NATIONAL
Gaming commission request reduced  

Posted: April 12, 2005 

by: James May / Today staff 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. - Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has scaled back plans to double the staff at the California Gambling Control Commission. However, he still plans to expand the staff by about half the number he originally requested. 

Schwarzenegger's original budget request called for the creation of 45 new positions. That proposal proved to be an uphill battle against mounting opposition from tribal quarters and the Democrat-controlled Legislature. The request has been reduced to 23 new staff members. 

Politics apparently loom behind the issue. Democrats had hoped to have some of the cut positions go to the state's Division of Gambling Control, in the state's Attorney General's office. This has angered some Democrats, including Jerome Horton, D-Inglewood, whose Governmental Organization Committee will deal with the issue. 

Horton was unavailable for comment, but a Copley News Service story quoted him as saying that the lack of additional positions for the Division of Gambling Control ''made no sense if our goal here is to have additional enforcement and oversight of this industry.'' 

Legislative Democrats have also cut the Commission's budget over the past few years and whittled down the number of current employees to 50. 

H.D. Palmer, who works in the state Department of Finance, indicated that the downward adjustment was just a natural part of the legislative process. He also said the expansion was intended to give the commission ''significant resources'' for new and potential compacts. 

Susan Jensen, who handles communications for the California Nations Indian Gaming Association (CNIGA), the state's largest gaming lobby group, countered that money for such resources should come from new compacts being signed by the Schwarzenegger administration. 

Instead, she said, CNIGA opposes payment of increased regulation from tribes who haven't signed compacts with Schwarzenegger. This opposition does not change with the downward adjustment. 

''From our standpoint it's not the amount, but where the amount is coming from,'' said Jensen. 

One area of commission expansion where Schwarzenegger is sticking to his guns is one of the more controversial aspects of gaming expansion. This regards a separate state-run testing lab that has raised vehement opposition from tribes. 

Allison Harvey, who works for the California Tribal Business Alliance, an organization of six non-CNIGA tribes, said that while her group does not have a problem with expanding the commission, they oppose certain aspects. 

''We don't have an instinctively negative reaction [to expansion], but we do have some concerns,'' she noted. 

Among those concerns are whether the state testing lab is even feasible. Tribes currently use private testing labs, the largest being Gaming Laboratories International. Since the state would not require tribes to use its labs, it is questionable whether tribes would choose the state lab. 

Another area regards staffing of a state lab, since the governor has only asked for seven of the expanded staff positions to go to the new lab. In comparison, Gaming Laboratories International has 300 employees. 

Calls to the Gambling Control Commission itself regarding the lab were not returned by press time.

Governors lay low at gaming summit  

Posted: April 12, 2005 

by: Jerry Reynolds / Indian Country Today 

DENVER - The Western Governors Association summit on Indian gaming at the end of March drew only two governors, organizer Bill Owens of Colorado and Mike Rounds of South Dakota, one of the most Indian-populous states in the nation. Eight other governors sent representatives, who heard an expert on Indian gaming say there is ''zero'' chance Congress will overhaul the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act in response to off-reservation gaming. 

The assessment came from I. Nelson Rose, a professor at Whittier Law School in California who monitors legal developments in gaming. That state is one of several in which off-reservation gaming has become a bone of contention between would-be gaming tribes, the developers who back them, state lawmakers and local communities. 

United Press International quoted Rose as saying IGRA is one of Congress's most successful acts in assisting tribes with economic development. Off-reservation gaming, by contrast, has gotten a great deal of attention as activities have gone forward to establish tribal casinos on lands far removed from reservation borders, either through ''reservation shopping'' or the federal legislative process. 

Successes have been few and far between, and the barriers raised against it in IGRA and the Code of Federal Regulations - especially where local disapproval runs strong - ''are a powerful detriment to abuse,'' according to the National Indian Gaming Association's recent testimony before Congress. 

UPI further reported that in separate remarks at the WGA summit, Rose seemed to concur: ''Rose ... said that the reality was that there were simply too many legal obstacles for a tribe to overcome in forcing a casino into a community where they were being welcomed with anything less than open arms. 

''Mounting a successful legal challenge to push through a casino proposal, Rose said, simply requires too much time and money to make it worth anyone's while. 

'''If you put up [legal] barriers, it almost certainly isn't going to happen, and it certainly isn't going to happen cheap,' he said. 

''For that reason alone, Rose opined that the threat of reservation shopping was 'oversold' by worried officials, ardent opponents of gambling and the established gaming tribes concerned about their markets' being under cut. 

'''You begin to realize ... that the threat of reservation shopping isn't as great in the real world as people would have you think.''' 

Still, Owens insisted that Congress must amend IGRA to protect states from legislation that would establish tax-free tribal casinos within their borders. Colorado is currently the target of one such ongoing and so far unsuccessful effort. The Southern Arapaho and Cheyenne, removed from 

Colorado to Oklahoma in the 19th century following the massacre at Sand Creek, hope to trade a settlement of their claim to historical lands in Colorado for a casino near Denver International Airport, according to the Rocky Mountain News. 

At the summit, Owens reiterated his view that the state Constitution requires a vote of the people on gaming propositions. The Southern and Ute Mountain Utes already operate casinos on their reservations in the state. 

The Resources Committee in the House of Representatives and the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs have both held hearings on off-reservation gaming. Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Calif., House Resources chairman, has offered a ''discussion draft'' of a bill that would limit tribes to in-state casinos, often in out-of-the-way regions that would then qualify as economic development zones. 

Many tribes oppose ''reservation shopping.'' Keller George, a member of the Oneida Indian Nation of New York who represented United South and Eastern Tribes at the summit, criticized gaming management groups that bankroll most ''reservation shopping'' initiatives because they typically exact a large percentage of casino-generated revenues. 

''The bottom line for them is the dollar,'' he told UPI. ''But for the tribes, the bottom line is to advance the economies on the reservations.'' IGRA has been successful in the latter sense, he added. 

But in addition to those gaming management groups, states too have become fixated on the bottom-line-dollar figures for Indian gaming. 

At least some of the statehouse distress over off-reservation gaming has to do with the prospect of revenue streams lost to states from tax-free tribal profits. The New York Times on March 31 reported that five states rely on gaming for ''more than 10 percent of overall revenues,'' with another five states ''fast approaching'' that figure. Five of those 10 states derive a substantial revenue stream from Indian gaming. 

South Dakota is one of them; Rounds, reviving a theme of South Dakota politics that has been constant since the 1988 passage of IGRA, fretted at the summit that tribal casinos compete with state-initiated gaming in Deadwood, S.D. 

Owens emphasized the sheer growth of Indian gaming from a handful of bingo parlors to an almost $20 billion a year industry, with tribes operating 230 casinos in 28 states. With growth of that magnitude has come the need for new limits, he said. 

Tribal leaders and organizations gave the summit good marks for inviting Indian participation.


