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LOCAL

Quileute get planning grant for RV park planning, seafood marketing strategies

2005-04-13

by RAUL VASQUEZ

LAPUSH -- The Quileute tribe this week received a $35,000 economic development grant from the federal Department of Commerce.

It's the same grant the tribe has received yearly for decades, said Dennis Crawford, the tribe's planning director.

But this year, it comes at a time when the Quileute are focusing more of their economic development efforts on tourism as a way to boost the tribe's economy.

``We have used that planning grant for various developments over the past several years,'' Crawford said Tuesday.

``I think that along with other tribes, tourism has taken over as a major activity and enterprise for us.''

The grant will go partially to pay for staff members who will be charged with writing plans for several projects related to tourism, including a new RV park in LaPush.

``This year, we'll be using some of that grant money to plan seafood marketing,'' Crawford said.

``But we're also going to try and plan a new marine RV park for visitors, as well as further develop our Quileute Information and Conference Center.''

Information center

About five years ago, the tribe acquired a former U.S. Forest Service building about five miles north of Forks on U.S. Highway 101.

It recently opened a gift shop in the building.

``We've been doing a lot of remodeling there,'' said Russell Woodruff, Quileute tribal chairman.

``We try to scoop up the tourists as they're driving along.''

The center was recently recognized by the state as an official information center, Crawford said.

``We're trying to have more exhibits of tribal activities, like carving, there,'' Crawford said.
Council considering options for offsetting expected shortfall 

Serena Lei, The Bellingham Herald 

Lummi Nation will no longer pay for health care outside its clinic for patients who aren't connected to the tribe. 

As of May 1, only members of Lummi Nation or members of other tribes living on the Lummi reservation will be eligible for Lummi federal funds to pay for health care outside the clinic. 

Barbara Finkbonner, clinic director, said the change will not affect free access to the clinic. 

Lummi Nation provides health care through its reservation clinic and pharmacy to more than 5,000 tribal members and other area Indians. 

Emergency-room visits and off-site care are paid through contract health service dollars authorized by Congress. 

Lummi officials have said that funding has not kept up with population and inflation changes, and 90 percent of their contract health dollars for the calendar year have been used. 

Darrell Hillaire, chairman of the Lummi governing council, said these funds don't "meet the needs of our Lummi tribal members. ... There's no way we could cover all others that are non-Lummi, so we had to make some service reductions." 

Aaron Thomas, a spokesman for Lummi Nation, said the tribe does not know yet how much money it will save. 

Nooksack tribe members may be affected, but officials did not return calls for comment. 

Lummi health care costs are forecasted at $13 million for the year; funding is projected at $10.6 million. 

For 2005, Lummi Nation will receive roughly $7.5 million from the federal government and will apply $1.3 million from Silver Reef Casino profits to help pay for health care costs. 

Third party revenue, including Medicaid, will cover roughly $1.8 million. 

That leaves a projected $2.4 million shortfall, that was earlier forecasted at $4 million before a recent financial evaluation. 

Hillaire said the council is considering several options to make up for the projected shortfall. 

"This piece is just a small piece of everything we're doing," Hillaire said. "We don't want to be put in a situation ... where people are turned away from health care."
NATIONAL
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American Indian leaders from around the country and state and federal lawmakers gathered in San Diego this week to discuss tribal casinos, gambling regulations and efforts to strengthen tribal governments and economies. 

Federal and tribal officials talked about potential changes to casino regulations. Companies and groups held workshops on casino marketing, problem gambling and surveillance technology. And vendors eager to enter the thriving Indian gaming industry jammed a trade-show floor, selling everything from child-care services to insurance. 

The National Indian Gaming Association enlisted several supportive lawmakers to speak at its 20th annual conference. 

Among them was Lt. Gov. Cruz Bustamante, who said Indian gaming has been "a tremendous boom to our state." For instance, he said, it has created jobs and helped tribes to overcome poverty. 

Bustamante said he envisions California's tribes becoming the largest real-estate owners in the state, with "stocks being equal to Wal-Mart" and "seats on Wall Street, the Chicago Mercantile and the New York Stock Exchange." 

He received millions of dollars from tribes as a gubernatorial candidate in the 2003 recall of Gov. Gray Davis. 

Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Tracy, and former Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell also spoke. Among other things, they discussed "off-reservation" casinos and revenue-sharing with states. 

"Indian people get a little disturbed when we hear the governor say we should pay our fair share. Our fair share has been paid in blood and tears," Campbell said. "I want to tell you, Indians didn't cause the deficit." 

About 5,000 people, including 400 tribal leaders from around the country, casino vendors and others involved in gambling, were expected to attend the conference by the time in ends today at the San Diego Convention Center. 

Many represented companies eager to sell goods, such as fast food, flooring supplies and telecommunication systems. One was Amerind, a nonprofit risk-management company that serves as an alternative to commercial insurance. A minority of the companies were Indian-owned. 

Robert "Red" Ramsey, a member of the Yakima tribe of Washington, was at the trade show to promote his company, 1st American Petroleum, which helps tribes to build gas stations and truck stops on their reservations, often near casinos. 

Ramsey said he sells tribes an Indian-made additive that makes gasoline more efficient. It allows tribes to not pay state taxes on the fuel, he said. "I envision that sign on every Indian gas station across the country," Ramsey said, pointing to his company's logo. 

Also at the trade show was New Horizon Kids Quest, which provides hourly child care to 22 casinos around the country. It has no locations in California, but a spokeswoman said it is working with a few tribes in the state that plan to open casinos with a family destination theme. 

About half of the gaming association's funding comes from annual trade shows, said Executive Director Mark Van Norman. It also derives funding from membership fees and donations. 

Since 1998, the association has spent about $2.9 million lobbying the federal government, according to the Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit in Washington, D.C., that conducts investigative research and reporting. 

The gaming association was established in 1985 and is an alliance of 184 tribes. Van Norman said it lobbies in support of Indian gaming and in defense of tribal sovereignty.


