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(No local news reports)
NATIONAL
Update: Senate hearing on Indian gaming Indianz.com 4/27/05

Gambling takes aim at Columbia Gorge The News Tribune 4/27/05 

Indian Gaming Jobs Surpass 50,000 Yahoo News 4/26/05



NATIONAL

Update: Senate hearing on Indian gaming

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

The Senate Indian Affairs Committee held an oversight hearing this morning on the regulation of the $18.5 billion Indian gaming industry. Here's an update of some of the major points made by members of the committee and some of the witnesses. Tune in tomorrow for additional updates. 

Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona)

Committee chairman John McCain said he supports legislation to clarify the National Indian Gaming Commission's authority to regulate Class III games and to define technical standards for Class II machines. He questioned a lawsuit by the Colorado River Indian Tribes, based in his state, to challenge NIGC's authority on Class III, and he urged the NIGC and the Department of Justice to resolve their differences over which Class II games tribes can offer in the absence of a tribal-state compact. 

McCain said he would support legislation to allow NIGC to review casino consulting agreements, which aren't covered by federal law. Management contracts are covered by the law but tribes and their developers often devise consulting agreements to avoid the NIGC's lengthy approval process. 

McCain also said he would hold a hearing on land-into-trust practices by tribes. He reiterated his concerns about a Congressional rider that allowed a California tribe to obtain trust lands in the heart of the Bay Area without going through the state and federal approval process. "I think this is a huge problem," he said. 

Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Oklahoma)

Tom Coburn, one of the newest members of the committee, said he was extremely bothered by the way the Bureau of Indian Affairs handles land-into-trust applications for tribes in his state. "It's not necessarily a fair process," he said. He also said larger tribes are engaging in tactics that hurt smaller tribes. "Those that are in the game want to prevent other tribes from being in the game." 

NIGC Chairman Phil Hogen

The National Indian Gaming Commission has submitted a legislative proposal to overhaul the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. Chairman Phil Hogen cited the need for more resources to regulate the industry, including Class III and Class II standards. He said the agency has a difference of opinion with DOJ about the use of Class II games. 

Hogen tempered his remarks with strong support for tribal sovereignty and praise for the expansion of the industry. He said tribes are the chief regulators of gaming and that too much federal oversight could pose a problem. "Indians invented Indian gaming," he said, "and the Great White Father shouldn't tell them where to spend every penny." 

Interior Department Inspector General Earl Devaney

Inspector General Earl Devaney announced that he is finalizing an investigation into the land-into-trust process. He said he was troubled by tribes who asked the Bureau of Indian Affairs to acquire land for non-gaming purposes but later converted the land into gaming. "That's a problem," he said. "The BIA didn't know it happened." 

Devaney said he was concerned with NIGC's "dual role" within Indian Country. On one hand, the agency is expected to consult and work with tribes but on the other hand, the agency has to enforce the law on the tribes, he noted. "It's hard to wear a white hat on Monday and Tuesday and switch to a black hat on Friday and Saturday," he said. 

Devaney said he supported changes in law that would bar ex-Interior Department officials from immediately going to work on tribal issues in the private sector. "It's not necessary," he told the committee, "to carve out this exception." 

Devaney reiterated concerns about the huge financial resources being poured into the federal recognition process. 

U.S. Attorney Tom Heffelfinger

Tom Heffelfinger, the U.S. Attorney for Minnesota and the chair of the DOJ Native American Issues sub-committee, talked about efforts to reign in casino crime but acknowledged he had limited data. "We have not been able to quantify the actual theft losses," he noted, but said any loss of revenues from tribal casinos is cause for alarm. 

Heffelfinger acknowledged that DOJ is taking a different strategy with respect to Class II games. The courts have ruled against DOJ in every case involving which Class II games can be operated without a tribal-state compact but DOJ continues to fight tribes on the issue.
Gambling takes aim at Columbia Gorge 

THE NEWS TRIBUNE

Last updated: April 27th, 2005 02:35 AM 

Not even the Columbia River Gorge, home to the country’s only federally designated scenic area, is apparently immune from the expansion of tribal gaming. 

The Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation think they can draw 3 million people a year to a proposed casino and convention complex in sleepy Cascade Locks. 

It would be Oregon’s first off-reservation casino, but perhaps not its last. Other tribes, most notably the Grand Ronde which wants to open a casino in Portland, are now arguing that the Oregon’s acquiescence to the deal has opened the door to off-reservation casinos for every tribe in Oregon.

At work is a federal law, which forced an impossible choice on Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski and has spurred a boom in tribal gaming across the country including Washington state. It is a law that is overdue for reform.

The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 is problematic not so much for its main objective — to allow tribal gaming on lands located within or contiguous to the boundaries of a tribe’s reservation as they existed in 1988 — as for the exceptions that it grants to that rule. 

For example, Congress allowed a waiver if the state’s governor and the Secretary of the Interior sign off on putting land into a trust for a new casino. 

That provision came into play when the Warm Springs tribe decided a while back that it wanted to move its Central Oregon casino to tribal trust land it already had in the Gorge. The move handed Kulongoski a decision: Stand by and watch the tribe build a casino on environmentally sensitive trust land near Hood River or allow it to move the project down the Gorge to Cascade Locks, where cash-strapped locals welcome the potential economic boost. 

In exchange for the tribe giving 17 percent of its gambling profits to state programs, Kulongoski made the deal. 

The plan still has to gain federal approval. Since the federal tribal gaming act was approved, the federal government has allowed only three off-reservation casinos — one was the Kalispel tribe’s casino at Airway Heights near Spokane. But its hard to imagine that the feds will turn the Cascade Locks proposal down, given the alternative.

And if built, the casino could have company just 16 miles north of the Washington border. Another exception to the federal tribal gaming law is fueling a proposal by the Cowlitz Indian Tribe is looking to take land near La Center into trust to open the state’s largest casino. Behind the proposal is the wealthy Mohegan Tribe of Connecticut, a partnership that underscores what big business tribal casinos have become. There are now 411 tribal casinos and gaming halls in 28 states. In 2004, tribal casinos raked in more than $18.5 billion, nearly double what Nevada casinos made. 

The Western Governors’ Association, which held a summit on the issue last month, has taken notice. So too have members of Congress, who are concerned about casinos’ spread to urban areas. U.S. Rep. Richard Pombo (R-Calif.) has proposed legislation that would amend federal law to limit off-reservation casinos and ban tribes from crossing state limits to open casinos. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) has called for hearings on whether tribes are “reservation shopping” — that is, seeking ownership of land near cities or major highways. 

These casinos take the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act far beyond its original intent of promoting tribal economic development and self-sufficiency. The Columbia River Gorge case and others should only add to the mounting pressure for reform.
Indian Gaming Jobs Surpass 50,000

Tuesday April 26, 11:00 am ET 

SACRAMENTO, Calif., April 26 /PRNewswire/ -- Job growth created by California Indian casinos and their tribal governments grew by nearly 14% for the year ending March 2005, the California Nations Indian Gaming Association announced today.

Preliminary statistics supplied by the California Employment Development Department also revealed tribes employed 50,800 workers in March 2005, up .2% from the previous month and 13.9% over March 2004.

"Tribal governments are proud of the employment growth and the hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes and economic development being generated from our government gaming activities," said CNIGA Chairman Anthony Miranda

"Wages paid to these employees are spent within local communities many times over and in turn create even more jobs," Miranda said. "By most estimates, for every job created at an Indian casino, two or three other non-casino jobs are created in surrounding communities."

Statewide, unemployment was 5.4% in March. That figure is down from 5.8% in February. According to the California Employment Development Department, this is the lowest unemployment rate since July 2001, when the rate was also 5.4%.

Miranda said tribal governments are committed to the continued creation of jobs and economic development in California.



