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LOCAL
Indian studies are now required

Washington state history classes must include information on local tribes.

By Eric Stevick

Herald Writer 

High schools must include the history and culture of local American Indian tribes in Washington state history classes under a new law signed by Gov. Christine Gregoire on Thursday.

"I think it's a positive step," said Mike Wilson, who teaches state history at Cascade High School in Everett. "I have followed the bill and was hoping it would be signed."

Wilson said American Indian culture is sometimes misunderstood, and the new emphasis should provide better information for classrooms.

State history is a half-credit class required for graduation.

State Rep. John McCoy, D-Tulalip, pushed for two years to get the legislation through. The state's only American Indian lawmaker said the law should have several benefits, including better understanding of local tribes and their histories, improved relations between schools and tribes, and lessons with more academic relevance for tribal children.

"The ultimate goal is to begin building a trust relationship of all the communities, because there is a lot of misinformation about tribes going on out there," he said.

The fact that their heritage will be discussed in class sends a positive message to Indian children, he said.

They "will feel proud about who they are and what they are, and know it's OK to be Indian," McCoy said.

Gregoire said the law should help all students.

"It is critical that Native American students and their nonnative classmates understand one another so that coming generations can continue to build strong relationships between our communities," Gregoire said.

The new law encourages the Washington State School District Directors Association to have regional meetings with Indian tribal councils and to develop tribal history and culture curricula. The association is required to report on the progress in 2007, 2009 and 2011.

The Marysville School District already has been working with the Tulalip Tribes on teaching materials.

"We meet regularly," Superintendent Larry Nyland said. "We're working together to make this happen."

McCoy hopes the new law will bring non-Indian students face-to-face with tribal members. "I would encourage the participation of the tribes in the delivery of the curriculum," he said.

There are 29 federally recognized tribes in Washington, and seven other tribes that are not federally recognized. Those include the Tulalip, Stillaguamish and Sauk-Suiattle in Snohomish County.

Reporter Eric Stevick: 425-339-3446 or stevick@heraldnet.com. 
NATIONAL
Wu goes against governor, opposes plan for gorge casino 

The congressman's letter to the interior secretary may do little since the site is outside his district 

Friday, April 29, 2005

JIM BARNETT 

The Oregonian 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. David Wu, D-Ore., said Thursday he hopes to derail a tribal casino proposed for the Columbia River Gorge by invoking environmental laws. 

But his action perplexed casino supporters, including Gov. Ted Kulongoski and U.S. Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., whose district includes the Cascade Locks casino site. 

In a letter to U.S. Interior Secretary Gale Norton, Wu offered a legal argument for rejecting the casino proposed by the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. He concluded that the development could damage protected areas of the gorge. 

The 500,000-square-foot facility "would have a significant negative effect on the environment by increasing traffic, congestion and air pollution," Wu wrote. 

Wu's intervention comes halfway through the 45-day period in which Norton has to approve or reject the agreement between the Oregon governor and the tribe, which was signed earlier this month. 

It is unclear what effect, if any, Wu's complaint might have on Norton's decision because the site is outside his 1st Congressional District. 

"An Oregonian obviously has some weight, but less than the member whose district the facility would be located in," said Kevin Gover, who headed the Bureau of Indian Affairs under President Clinton. 

In Oregon, Kulongoski said he was confident the state-tribal compact would not be undone by Wu's objections. "It's not going to affect it at all," he said. 

Kulongoski approved the casino on April 5, putting the Warm Springs on track to build what would be the first off-reservation casino in Oregon and bringing Las Vegas-style gambling within 50 miles of Portland. 

As part of the deal with Kulongoski, the Warm Springs agreed not to develop a more sensitive site on tribal land in Hood River and to close its existing casino in Central Oregon. The agreement also specifies steps the tribe must take to mitigate the environmental impact of added development around Cascade Locks. 

Other tribal interests 

Wu has a right to question the project, Kulongoski said. In doing so, Wu also could promote the interests of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, which operate the Spirit Mountain Casino on the border of his district, the governor suggested. 

"He represents the congressional district there, which includes the Grand Ronde," Kulongoski said. "I understand it. He's got a view, and I have a view." 

Like other members of Oregon's congressional delegation, Wu receives campaign contributions from the Grand Ronde, the Warm Springs and other tribes based in the state. But Wu said in an interview that he was motivated solely by his desire to preserve the gorge. 

"I would oppose off-reservation gambling for any tribe in Oregon," Wu said. "I think that's a bad idea. I want to make it clear, though, an even higher priority than my opposition to off-reservation gambling is please don't do this in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. That is the highest priority of all." 

Wu said the Warm Springs' plans for the casino should trigger a full environmental impact study. And because the study review cannot be completed within 45 days, Norton should reject the compact, Wu argued. 

"Because of the extreme specificity of the document, it precludes the secretary from doing some of the reviews that she is obligated to do, like making a determination of community impact and impact on other tribes," Wu said. 

Walden challenges argument 

Walden challenged Wu's reading of the federal Indian gambling law. The law requires only that the Interior Department approve legal terms of the state-tribal compact, leaving environmental review until the time the department takes land into trust on behalf of a tribe. 

The processes "are apples and oranges," said Walden, who heads a subcommittee of House Resources. "They're completely unrelated as I understand it." 

Nedra Darling, a spokeswoman at the Interior Department, agreed that the 45-day review of the compact is a separate issue. 

"Putting the land into trust is where you get into an environmental impact statement," Darling said. "That is different. This is just the compact." 

Warm Springs officials have already said they will launch an environmental impact study later this spring. 

Nevertheless, Wu said he would press his case with Interior Department officials. And he hopes to make a larger point that approval of an off-reservation casino for the Warm Springs could encourage other tribes to lobby for off-reservation casinos closer to Portland. 

"If we permit this one in Cascade Locks, I don't see a logical stopping point," Wu said. "That ultimately is harmful to the state of Oregon and to the tribes. I don't know at what point there would be a popular backlash about tribal casino gambling." 

Michelle Cole and Jeff Kosseff of The Oregonian contributed to this report. Jim Barnett: 503-294-7604; jim.barnett@newhouse.com 



