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LOCAL

Bill seeks cooperation in teaching tribal story

By Lynda V. Mapes

Seattle Times staff reporter

For too many kids, Indian Country is a place of cowboys and savages living in tepees. State Rep. John McCoy wants to change that. 

"Misinformation causes mistrust," said McCoy, D-Marysville, a member of the Tulalip Tribes, who has introduced legislation to encourage school districts to work with local tribes to include curriculum about the tribes' history, government and culture. 

"This bill is a beginning, to start building relationships between tribes and their local school districts in delivering the appropriate history, and culture, and not Hollywood's version," McCoy said. 

The bill, SHB1495, would give the state Board of Education the authority to consider requiring such instruction for graduation. 

The bill also encourages the state School Directors' Association to convene meetings of school boards and tribal councils to form better government-to-government relationships, and work on narrowing the gap between Indian and non-Indian students' success in school. 

"School districts have had 150 years to get this into the curriculum, and they haven't done it," McCoy said. "This will get the tribal leadership and the school boards to start getting together and building relationships." 

The bill imposes no instructional mandates — a concession McCoy had to make to get the bill moving. 

It has passed the House and is expected to be considered on the Senate floor soon. 

A provision has been dropped that would have excluded tribes that are not federally recognized or do not have reservations, such as Seattle's Duwamish. 

The bill does include one mandate, requiring the School Directors' Association to submit a report to the Legislature on school districts' progress. 

"We will give them a chance to do it voluntarily," McCoy said. "And if they don't, the Legislature will see that." 

The work some tribes already are doing with local school districts shows the innovative teaching — and learning — that's possible, for Indian and non-Indian students. 

When she teaches seventh- and eighth-grade social studies at Hood Canal School near Shelton, Mason County, Sally Brownfield, a Squaxin Island tribal member, offers for study not only the Constitution of the United States, but also the constitutions of the state of Washington and the neighboring Skokomish Tribe. 

Elementary-school students in the district are offered a supplemental Native American reading curriculum, based on storybooks and lesson plans that use the themes of the canoe, the drum, and hunting and gathering. 

The curriculum, created with content donated by tribal artists, writers and elders, has been popular with native and non-native students and is helping turn reading scores around. 

At Chinook Elementary in Auburn, kids from 31 tribes make up one of the highest percentages of Indian kids in any public school in King County. 

More than 65 percent of the fourth-graders are reading at state-standard levels — up from 43 percent the year before. The school features the supplemental Native American reading curriculum in an intensive after-school reading program for native students. 

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe in Port Angeles is a pioneer in partnering with the local school district. The collaboration was born of necessity. 

Frances Charles, chairwoman of the tribe, said racial tensions among kids at school sparked tribal youth to work with their Tribal Council to reach out to the school district, inviting teachers, principals and community leaders to a potlatch with tribal schoolchildren. 

"We had it here at our tribal facility, and we turned the floor over to our youth," Charles said. 

A tradition was born: The tribe convened its ninth annual potlatch last month, with teachers, principals, school administrators, Tribal Council and City Council members and the mayor sharing the same tables to celebrate the responsibility they share for the kids in the public-school system. 

Lower Elwa tribal member Jamie Valadez — named Teacher of the Year this week by the Washington State Indian Education Association — began teaching Klallam language at Port Angeles High in 1999. Klallam is just one of several languages public-school students can take to fulfill their world-language requirement to graduate. 

Over the next three years, the tribe also is creating for the local public-school system nine units with 10 lessons each for third- and eighth-graders on local tribal cultural and history. 

While not a cure-all for social ills, bringing solid, accurate instruction about local tribal history and culture into the schools is working, Valadez said. 

Statewide, Indian student performance on standardized tests is improving. 

The number of students achieving the state standard on math went up from 14 percent to 42 percent between 1997-98 and 2003-04. 

The percentage of fourth-grade Indian students meeting the state standard in reading rose from 33 percent to 59 percent during the same period. 

"Things still happen, kids still get lost in the cracks, there are still problems. But we have in place more of an infrastructure to help kids be successful," Valadez said. "I believe it is making a difference." 

Building a relationship between the tribe and the school district is the key, Charles said. "Working together is the first step." 

Lynda V. Mapes: 206-464-2736 or lmapes@seattletimes.com 

Tribe wins in dispute at Snoqualmie Falls

By Sonia Krishnan

Seattle Times Eastside bureau

The Snoqualmie Tribe has made "a significant step" in its long-running legal battle with Puget Sound Energy to scale back the amount of water used to generate power at Snoqualmie Falls, a site the tribe considers sacred. 

The Federal Regulatory Energy Commission (FERC) ruled last month that Puget Sound Energy must decrease the amount of water diverted to its two hydroelectric plants at the falls in May and June. 

The tribe has been fighting to shut down Puget Sound Energy's Snoqualmie Falls operations since the early 1990s, but this latest move shows some respect for the tribe's religious beliefs, said Matt Mattson, tribal administrator. The mist from the waterfalls is considered sacred by the tribe, he said. "The tribe believes the mist connects heaven and Earth." 

The diversion of water flow to the power generators affects the falls' mists and spray and prevents the tribe from practicing its religion, the tribe argues. Water is diverted from the river into two power plants and funneled back below the falls. 

Puget Sound Energy has filed an appeal to FERC's ruling. 

"If you have less water at your disposal, it increases the cost of the output," said Roger Thompson, spokesman for the power company. "With a hydro-power project, water is your fuel; it's what makes your project turn." 

Puget Sound Energy sees the falls as a source of cheap power generation. But, he said, decreasing the amount of water to the generators will have a "very minute" impact on customers. 

"Snoqualmie is just one of a variety of sources of energy for PSE customers," he said. 

FERC's ruling found that increasing water flows for two months of the year would not be a financial hardship for Puget Sound Energy. The ruling ordered the company to increase water flow to the falls in May from 45,000-90,000 gallons per minute to 450,000 gallons per minute. In June, the amount would jump from 90,000 gallons per minute to 202,500 gallons per minute. That would produce larger mists and offer the tribe a spiritual gathering place. 

"So now the 'church' is open only two months out of the year, but it's still better than nothing," said Mattson, who called the FERC ruling a "significant step" in the tribe's efforts to have more water sent down the falls. 

Puget Sound Energy has been operating the two plants under a 40-year license granted last June. Its previous, 37-year-old license expired in 1993, and until last year the company produced power through yearly licenses. 

The legal dispute between the tribe and Puget Sound Energy began when the company sought a long-term license in 1991. 

For the tribal members, decommissioning the plants would be ideal, but they are open to negotiating, Mattson said. 

This recent development "is substantially greater than anything FERC has ever done in the past," Mattson said. "If PSE agrees, we're willing to sit down and try to work through mediators to come up with a solution." 

Sonia Krishnan: 206-515-5546 or skrishnan@seattletimes.com 

Coho swim back to Nisqually 

Salmon hadn’t been seen in river’s tributaries for more than a decade 

EIJIRO KAWADA; The News Tribune

Last updated: April 3rd, 2005 09:50 AM 

The Nisqually Tribe has discovered a late run of coho salmon that fisheries officials didn’t know still existed in Nisqually River tributaries. 

Volunteer salmon watchers found the rare coho in Muck Creek near Roy, the Mashell River near Eatonville and Toboton Creek in southern Thurston County, among other places.

“These coho were all over the place,” said Jeanette Dorner, salmon recovery manager for the Nisqually Tribe.

The salmon hadn’t been seen in the Nisqually River for more than a decade.

“Nisqually River late-run coho salmon are a unique, wild run of fish that probably has always been coming back to the river,” Dorner said. “We just weren’t sure they were still there.”

The volunteers reported seeing the fish – also known as silver salmon – in late January, but tribal officials didn’t notice the reports until recently, said Emmett O’Connell, a spokesman for the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission.

Volunteers filed their reports every few weeks, but the tribe had a vacancy in the position that oversees the salmon watcher program earlier this year, O’Connell said.

Next winter, the tribe plans to expand its efforts to track the fish.

“We want to collect genetic material from these fish to see how closely related they are to other (runs of coho salmon),” Dorner said.

Sayre Hodgson, a biologist with the tribe, said the tribe recorded 35 adult coho salmon in the Nisqually tributaries in January, compared with 220 from October to December. 

Nisqually coho, like most coho salmon, usually enter the river during the fall for spawning.

Whether the recently found fish are a unique strain is unknown. More data and studies are needed to determine their scientific significance, said Jeff Haymes, manager of the state Fish and Wildlife’s coho salmon management program.

“There are some (coho runs) throughout Puget Sound that come back at different times of the year,” Haymes said. “I’d be reluctant to go so far and say (the late Nisqually run) is very unusual and a unique strain of fish,” although they may well be.

It’s possible, Haymes said, that the fish actually entered the river in the fall with the hatchery fish and waited until January to ascend to the tributaries. But he said it’s likely the fish are part of a native run since they were found so late.

No matter the eventual scientific findings, tribal officials are tipping their hats to the volunteer salmon watchers the tribe has been training the past several years.

The roughly 30 volunteers keep their eyes on the Nisqually River watershed streams, which are too numerous for tribal officials to monitor without help.

“This is how community involvement in salmon recovery is helping to bring salmon back,” Dorner said.

The tribe hopes the discovery of the late run means that its restoration efforts from the past several years are beginning to pay off.

Volunteers have helped the tribe create salmon-friendly habitat in the Nisqually watershed by planting trees, pulling out non- native plants and throwing salmon carcasses into tributaries, among other actions.

“This is a good sign for salmon throughout the Nisqually River watershed,” said Georgianna Kautz, natural resource manager for the tribe, referring to the rediscovered late run. 

“These salmon obviously have habitat to return to,” she said. “It’s important to make sure they always do.”

Eijiro Kawada: 253-597-8633 eijiro.kawada@thenewstribune.com   

 • People interested in volunteering for the salmon watcher program should contact the Nisqually Tribe’s natural resources office at (360) 438-8687 for more information.
Minicasino industry feels heat in Olympia 

KENNETH P. VOGEL; The News Tribune

Last updated: April 1st, 2005 08:13 PM 

Still smarting from voters’ overwhelming rejection of their bid to acquire pseudo-slot machines, the state’s minicasino industry is feeling under siege in Olympia. 

The Legislature is considering a 5 percent tax on the industry’s revenues, a cap that would prevent new minicasinos from opening, and tax hikes on two staples of gambling: cigarettes and liquor. And lawmakers rejected a minicasino-backed bill to stave off an indoor smoking ban that could be headed to the November ballot.

What’s more, the Senate’s chief budget writer, once a leading defender of the industry, now argues there are too many minicasinos, they’re “too grabby” and they’re reacting to the proposals in a “childish and petty” way.

A leading industry lobbyist, Dolores Chiechi of the Recreational Gaming Association, said, “Our members are really feeling it this year.” 

Her group lobbies lawmakers on behalf of nontribal gambling businesses. 

She said that if lawmakers pass all the measures and voters approve the smoking ban initiative, I-901, “I don’t know if it will spell the end, but it will certainly close a lot of businesses. It will certainly put a lot of people out of work. Only the strong will survive.”

That would be a good thing for the industry, said state Sen. Margarita Prentice (D-Seattle).

“Their big problem is that there are too many of them,” Prentice said. 

She contends that minicasinos cannibalize each other, then misdirect blame to tribal casinos. Prentice, the architect of the Senate budget proposal and sponsor of both the mini-casino tax and the cap, has shifted in recent years from being a big backer of minicasinos to among their staunchest foes.

“We’ve given them a couple breaks so they could be competitive and now they think the world is their oyster,” she said.

Prentice and other lawmakers, as well as former Gov. Gary Locke, have said they didn’t expect the proliferation of minicasinos that ensued when they authorized and expanded so-called house-banked cardrooms in the late 1990s.

In 1998, there were 82 active cardrooms, which reported net profits of $29.6 million. Last year, there were 103, and they netted $268.4 million, according to the state Gambling Commission, which regulates gambling businesses.

Prentice, a nonvoting member of the commission, said, “I’ve defended them, but they’ve gotten too grabby. They’ve imagined themselves casinos and they’re not.” 

She said their contention that they deserve equal footing with the tribes is unfounded.

The nontribal share of the gambling pie has declined as tribal casinos, which are able to offer games that resemble slot machines, have exploded in growth. Tribal gambling, which brought in $170.5 million in 1998, netted $888 million last year. That prompted nontribal gambling businesses to spend heavily last fall on an initiative that would have allowed them to operate the same type and number of pseudo-slots as the tribes.

Voters rejected the initiative by a margin of 62 percent to 38 percent.

That result showed that voters want to curb the growth of gambling, Prentice said. Her cap proposal, Senate Bill 5994, would prevent the Gambling Commission from issuing licenses for new house-banked cardrooms and would freeze the number of tables at existing cardrooms. The Senate passed the measure last month.

The cap is anti-competitive and will lead to illegal activity, Chris Kealy, owner of Iron Horse Casinos in Auburn and Everett, said this week after a House Commerce Committee hearing on the bill. Other minicasino owners favor the cap, since it would likely increase the value of their establishments. 

The committee passed the bill Thursday on a party line vote, with Republican foes predicting it will help tribal casinos. Before the vote, Rep. Cary Condotta (R-East Wenatchee) criticized Prentice and suggested the bill was a vendetta.

The measure goes to the full House for consideration.

Chiechi’s group is neutral on the cap bill. But the group opposes the provision in Prentice’s budget proposal that would cull 5 percent from the business’ gross gambling receipts. 

That’s expected to yield $24 million over the next two years. The money would go to cancer screenings, art programs, public defenders and methamphetamine treatment and prevention programs offered by Safe Streets of Tacoma and the Pierce County Alliance.

Prentice acknowledged it could bankrupt less profitable minicasinos, but she said her goal with the cap and the tax isn’t “to wipe them out, because if there’s going to be gambling in this state, I want it where we could see it.”

But Chiechi said the tax would end up costing the state money because cardrooms, which the commission says employ an average of 78 people, wouldn’t be able to pay as much in wages and benefits to employees and taxes to local governments.

House budget writers consider the minicasino tax a viable option. It might be included in the budget they will unveil next week, according to state Rep. Jim McIntire (D-Seattle), chairman of the House Finance Committee.

But the tax isn’t included in the budget proposed by Gov. Christine Gregoire, who met last month in her office with Chiechi, Kealy and other minicasino owners who predicted dire consequences from the tax.

“She doesn’t think that’s quite the way to go yet,” said the governor’s chief lobbyist, Marty Brown. 

Before Gregoire considers such a tax, Brown said Gregoire wants to make sure there’s funding for a state problem gambling treatment program. Her budget, like Prentice’s, includes $1.5 million for such a program, with some of the money coming from a roughly 0.1 percent tax on nontribal gambling profits, including minicasinos, horse racing punchcards and pulltabs.

Chiechi’s group supports the fund, and Indian tribes have contributed $553,000 to the program.

Gregoire said Wednesday she “would seriously consider” Prentice’s cap bill. “In my opinion, Washington state has lots of gambling opportunities on the tribal reservations,” she said. “So I’m not for expanding off-reservation today at all.”

Chiechi said her concern is blocking measures that would harm existing nontribal gambling. Otherwise, she said, “I’m looking for work.”

Kenneth P. Vogel: 360-754-6093 ken.vogel@thenewstribune.com   

six measures that would hit minicasinos

The following pending measures would affect minicasinos:

Minicasino tax: Senate Bill 5287 would levy a 10 percent tax on cardrooms, while the Senate Democrats’ budget proposal calls for a 5 percent tax. That would generate $24 million for health, arts and drug treatment programs.

Minicasino cap: SB 5994 would prohibit the Gambling Commission from issuing licenses for new cardroom locations.

Problem gambling: House Bill 1031 would levy a roughly 0.1 percent tax on non-tribal gambling, including cardrooms, horse racing, punchcards and pulltabs. The money would help fund a proposed problem gambling treatment and prevention program.

Cigarette tax: SB 5829 and Gov. Christine Gregoire’s proposed budget would boost the state’s cigarette tax by 80 cents over the next two years, with the money going to schools.

Liquor tax: SB 6100 would boost liquor taxes by $1 per liter to help balance the budget.

Smoking ban: Initiative 901, which has yet to qualify for the November ballot, would ban smoking in minicasinos, bars, restaurants, bowling alleys and most other nontribal businesses.

NATIONAL

Council OKs pact with Indian tribe 

By PEGGY SINKOVICH 

VINDICATOR TRUMBULL STAFF 

LORDSTOWN — Village council on Monday approved entering into an agreement with the Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, which wants to build a Las Vegas-style gambling casino here. 

But that doesn't mean a casino will be built anytime soon. 

Mayor Michael A. Chaffee said during Monday's regular council meeting that the agreement would go into effect only if the state approves Class 3 gambling, which is currently illegal in Ohio. Class 3 allows a facility to have table games. Gov. Bob Taft has repeatedly said he opposes casino type gambling. 

If the state doesn't approve that type of gambling, the agreement will be void, officials said. 

"I think it is in the best interest of Lordstown to have an agreement in place in the event it does become legal," said Councilman William Dray.  

Dray and other council members said the agreement provides 2 percent of the casino's revenues to go to the village and county. That could mean up to about $4 million a year from the casino operation. 

"Without that agreement, we wouldn't get that 2 percent," said Councilman D. James London. 

Proposed casino 

The Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma is proposing a $125 million to $250 million gambling resort that could be built on 137 acres in Lordstown and North Jackson. 

Terry Casey, a consultant who represents the tribe, told council last month that the resort would bring between 2,500 and 3,500 jobs paying about $30,000 annually. 

Council voted 4-2 to pass the agreement ordinance. Council members Richard Biggs and Karen Jones voted no. 

Both Biggs and Jones said they felt there were too many loopholes in the agreement. 

Biggs also stressed that numerous people have attended the past three council meetings to object to the ordinance. 

"I think tonight we had 16 people [speak] against it and seven for it," Biggs said. "I don't think there is a rush to get this passed." 

More than a hundred people packed inside city council's hearing room to listen to the discussion on the proposed gambling resort. While many said they were excited about the additional jobs to the area, others said they felt the casino could cause more harm than good. 

Many said they felt the casino could cause more people in the area to go bankrupt, and others felt council didn't spend enough time researching the proposal. 

"You are not listening to the people because the people are telling you to slow down, but instead you are moving like a train," said the Rev. John Temple of Warren's Northmar Church of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. "There has been no committee to study this, and it has not been fully discussed." 

Some residents, however, said the casino would bring jobs and entertainment to the area. 

"I have to inherit this area, and this will bring jobs here, we need jobs," said Drew Himes, 18, of Vienna. "I think this could benefit the whole area."



