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LOCAL

Legislative sleight of hand? 

Amended casino bill might hurt goal of halting non-tribal expansion 

KENNETH P. VOGEL; The News Tribune

Last updated: April 11th, 2005 02:35 AM 

A bill in the Legislature that’s designed to stop the expansion of minicasinos has been amended to allow eight of them to add card tables. 

The change was pushed late last month by a lobbyist representing the operators of four of the minicasinos that stand to gain from it.

The lawmakers behind the bill and the amendment have the same goal – to stop the expansion of nontribal gambling – but the amendment seems designed to do the opposite in the case of the eight minicasinos.

The amendment’s sponsor, Rep. Steve Conway (D-Tacoma), said he didn’t know who would benefit from it and was merely acting at the request of the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Margarita Prentice (D-Renton). She said she was fine with the original language of the bill, Senate Bill 5994, but wouldn’t strike the amendment from it.

“I’m indifferent to who’s in and who’s out,” she said.

The bill passed the Senate and a House committee chaired by Conway last month largely on party lines. It would prohibit the state Gambling Commission from issuing licenses for new house-banked cardrooms – the state’s formal name for minicasinos – or expansions of existing cardrooms unless the applications were received before Feb. 1.

That would have given operators with existing minicasinos or applications pending by that date a lock on the market, but it also would have frozen the number of tables they could offer. The gambling commission has to approve the number of tables at each house-banked cardroom, though the maximum is 15 at a given location.

The amendment extended by five weeks the deadline for operators or prospective operators to apply for new licenses or expansions. The eight minicasinos in question had applied for a combined total of 24 tables between the original Feb. 1 deadline and the new deadline, which was March 10.

According to Gambling Commission records, six applied between March 4 and 9, and four of those are represented by lobbyist Tom Dooley.

Dooley said he pushed for the date change on behalf of the 11th Frame Restaurant and Lounge in Bremerton, a bowling alley and minicasino approved for 12 house-banked card tables. It had invested $1.8 million in an expansion meant to accommodate an additional three tables, for which it applied March 4.

“He needs those tables to be able to meet his revenue estimates,” said Dooley.

He said it was coincidence that another client, minicasino magnate Tim Iszley, applied March 8 for additional tables at his Silver Dollar Casinos in Everett, SeaTac and Tukwila.

Dooley said March 10 was chosen because it spared requests to expand existing cardrooms, but excluded applications for new cardrooms, one of which was filed March 15 with the commission.

But at least two competitors aren’t buying the coincidence.

“The whole thing reeks,” said Chris Kealy, owner of Iron Horse Casinos in Auburn and Everett. “If you wanted it to be ethical, it should go into effect after the bill passes.”

That would have suited Steve Fabre. The owner of Point Defiance Café and Casino in Ruston, Fabre applied March 25 to boost the number of tables at his minicasino from seven to 10. After the Gambling Commission granted his request, he installed the tables, but if the bill passes, he’ll have to get rid of them.

“I am bothered by the fact that a bunch of people applied on March 8 and 9 because it makes me think that they had a lobbyist down there and had inside information,” he said.

Dooley and Fabre agree that freezing the number of tables is unnecessary since current law caps the number allowed at any cardroom at 15.

“I don’t think it makes a whole lot of difference if it’s 10 tables or if it’s 15,” Dooley said.

The bill is awaiting action by the House.

Kenneth P. Vogel: 360-754-6093 ken.vogel@thenewstribune.com   
Most operators of minicasinos would be locked into their current locations and number of tables under Senate Bill 5994. But under an amended version of the bill, these businesses could add more tables:

Business name City Number Additional 

of tables tables requested

11th Frame Restaurant and Lounge Bremerton 12 3

Benny’s Riverside Inn Night Club Casino Tukwila 5 10

Bluz at the Bend Spokane 8 3

RC’s Sunnyside 9 1

Silver Dollar Casino and Restaurant Tukwila 14 1

Silver Dollar Casino Everett 14 1

Silver Dollar Casino SeaTac 13 2

Z’s Restaurant at Zeppoz Pullman 8 3

Note: Some applications still subject to approval by the state Gambling Commission.
Nisqually history and young artists come together in new tribal archive

KARI NEUMEYER

THE OLYMPIAN

NISQUALLY RESERVATION -- The Nisqually tribe stores artifacts in a windowless building with a mountain view. 

 The panoramic vista of the river, prairie and Mount Rainier is painted in salmon and seafoam hues on the walls inside the gray building, which is windowless to protect the artifacts from damaging sunlight. 

Young tribal artists designed the archive's interior with culturally significant artwork that made the building come alive for tribal members, said Cynthia Iyall, a tribal member and economic development specialist. 

Using money from a federal Community Development Block Grant, they turned the building into something more than a sterile repository of history. The grants are aimed at projects that revitalize neighborhoods, promote economic development or improve services to low- and moderate-income people. 

By paying the artists for the work, the tribe empowered the artists to see themselves as professionals, said Kevin Moore, who runs a youth program for the tribe. 

The walls in the building's entryway are painted to look like the cedar shingles on the outside of a tribal longhouse. When standing in a small side room, which could be used to take down oral histories, visitors might feel like they are standing inside a basket, because of the patterns of the paint. 

Artists painted tribal designs on ceiling tiles in the main research room, where a mural of Mount Rainier looms on both sides of the arched doorway. They also painted a face in the sky behind a glass display case, but explanatory posters about the Medicine Creek Treaty were hung over it, obscuring the image. 

American Indians constructed 95 percent of the building, Iyall said. 

"That's the best thing about the building," she said. 

Seeking contributions 

The tribe got a $180,000 grant to build the archive, which houses photographs and objects dating back 150 years to the treaty era, she said. Previously, the tribal archive was in a closet-size room, she added. 

So far, the archive has about 300 photos, she said, but she would like to see it increase to 1,000 by the end of the year. The tribe is encouraging the community to contribute photos or copies of photos to the collection. 

"We need to go through items and catalog them, number them, digitize them," Iyall said. "We're at step one." 

The tribal council still must hire a staff to manage the collection and help it grow, she added. 

Eventually, it will be open to tribal members, historians and researchers, Iyall said. 

"Fifty percent of people who want information are students doing a report on Native Americans," Iyall said. 

Six large shelves on rollers take up most of the space in the room housing the artifacts. In addition to photographs and newsletters, the archive contains crafts such as a drum painted by Sherman Leschi, the last male descendant of Chief Leschi to bear the name. Sherman Leschi died a few years ago. 

A bentwood box carved from cedar by Kareem Gannie, 19, also is stored in the cool, gray room. 

Gannie, a tribe member, is one of the artists who, under Moore's tutelage, painted the research rooms inside the archive building. Each of the artists earned $1,200 to $1,500 for their work. 

The money came from $30,000 set aside for art from the community development grant. 

Blank canvases 

Moore, 37, put together the group, which he calls the Art Empowerment Project, at the tribe's youth center to teach others that they can make a living as artists. 

The group is mentored by Christopher Gerber, a mural artist who has painted murals on the walls of several downtown businesses, including Peppers, Accent Imports, Olympia Glass and the Fifth Avenue Buck Building. 

"He helped the kids paint the youth center," Moore said. "We're making our way around the reservation, putting up something that's cool -- not your average, everyday thing." 

Moore has an eye on the Rez-mart convenience store at the tribe's gas station next to the Red Wind Casino on Yelm Highway. He envisions a mural of Nisqually's version of Mount Rushmore, using the faces of Chief Leschi, his brother Quiemuth and lieutenant Wa He Lut. 

The sky bridge from the casino to the parking lot is another blank canvas, he said. 

"You walk through there, and there's nothing there," Moore said. "There could be information about the tribe that people don't know. Even some people in the community don't know." 

Both projects would require approval from the tribal council, he said. 

"This is just the beginning; there will be other art," Moore said, standing in the archive's research room. "Here, you can't really see it because it's inside." 

LouAnn Squally, a member of the Puyallup tribe who grew up on the Nisqually Reservation, helps Moore teach the young artists about their history. 

"The importance of culture is to hand it down to children," she said. 

Her nephew, Dwayne Squally, 17, stenciled the salmon on the walls of the research room and painted the sign hanging on the side of the archive building. On the sign, the words "Nisqually Tribal Archive, preserving our past, present, future" encircle the tribal design of an owl. 

"After we've gone," said LouAnn Squally, "this artwork will still be here." 

Kari Neumeyer covers diversity for The Olympian. She can be reached at 360-357-0204 or kneumeye@olympia.gannett.com. 
Billy Frank Jr.: Our history is our strength 

Monday, April 11, 2005

BILLY FRANK JR. 

Tribal members have always known history is our greatest source of strength. The roots of our past run much deeper than the few centuries non-Indian people have inhabited the Northwest. As with trees, deep roots make strong branches, capable of bending in the wind without breaking. Our elders have always told us stories to teach us our history because the lessons it provides are the key to a healthy and sustainable future. 

There is need for non-Indians to learn from tribal history. For thousands of years, we have respected, managed and depended upon the natural blessings of this land. Fish, wildlife, minerals and plants have nourished our bodies and spirits-from the beginning of time. 

When asked to sign treaties 150 years ago -- to enable Washington to become a state -- our ancestors were naturally reluctant. They had already borne witness to the scourges of Western society. I have spoken about the impacts of toppled forests, polluted streams and other ravages of uncontrolled greed many times. But let's go back seven generations to revisit the words of one of our most memorable forefathers, Chief Seattle. 

"Every part of this country is sacred to my people. Every hillside, every valley, every plain and grove has been hallowed by some fond memory of some experiences of my tribe. The very dust under your feet responds more lovingly to our footsteps than to yours, because it is the ashes of our ancestors and our bare feet are conscious of the sympathetic touch, for the soil is rich with the life of our kindred." 

-- Seattle Sunday Star, 1854 

Chief Seattle knew tribes had always respected their Mother Earth, and he knew that all things are connected. The mistakes of mainstream society are connected to diminished runs of salmon, poisoned rivers and a landscape laden with concrete and cement. The failure to learn from the long-term history of civilization here in the Pacific Northwest is connected with the ominous future that now faces the generations to come. 

There is no question about it. Our environment is sick, affecting the air we breathe, the food we eat and the water we drink. People today neglect the heritage of the land, and feel no responsibility to the future. But it's not too late to learn the error of these ways. There is still time for people to listen to the lessons of the past, and learn to base their perspectives and lives on more than skewed wisps of corrupted hearsay. 

When Territorial Gov. Isaac Stevens swept through Washington state on his treaty quest a century and a half ago, tribes clearly asserted their demands for continued access to fish, wildlife and natural plants. This wisdom of our forefathers has helped us survive. And it has strengthened our resolve to be worthy stewards and cooperative managers. Making decisions with an eye on their impact seven generations from now must continue to be one of our most precious legacies. 

Let it be your legacy, too. Everyone knows today's society runs on political decisions, and that those decisions are affected by public opinion. It is time for you, whoever you are, to tell your political officials you care about the future of your children and grandchildren. Tell them to clean up their act, do the work and make the investment necessary to protect the natural heritage of this land. It's time to tell them to learn from history, too. 

Billy Frank Jr. is chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission.
NATIONAL
Tribes expand gaming reach

By JESSICA DURKIN 

Norwich Bulletin 

As more and more states say yes to legalized gambling within their borders, Connecticut's two billion dollar casino tribes are among the first in line to stake their claim in the growing industry.

Foxwoods Resort Casino's Mashantucket Pequots and Mohegan Sun's Mohegans are on a development streak around the country in a bid to keep each tribe's businesses competitive. Officials from both tribes are diversifying their portfolios within the hotel and gaming industry, a strategy on which they've built their fortunes, scouting for the next tribal and commercial investment opportunities.

"Tribes more and more are the most successful (businesses)," said industry analyst Joe Weinert, vice president of Spectrum Gaming Group in Atlantic City, N.J. "Gaming tribes are behaving like public companies in that they are seeking to diversify their earnings simply to grow their business."

In 2004, one important part of tribe diversification meant commercial -- or non-reservation -- commitments in Pennsylvania, a potential gambling boom state with no federally recognized tribes, but where slot machines became legal last year with passage of the Pennsylvania Race Horse Development and Gaming Act.

That state has allocated a limited number of licenses for freestanding and existing racetrack casino slots, and the tribes are in the process of securing two licenses at $50 million each to establish a presence in the state.

The Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority, the tribe's public company that operates Mohegan Sun, spent $280 million acquiring The Downs Racing Inc. in December 2004, and will pour another $225 million in the expansion of Pocono Downs racetrack to open in early 2006 in Wilkes-Barre. The standard bred harness racing complex is the first commercial enterprise for the tribe; plans for Pocono Downs include installation of 3,000 slot machines upon approval of a gaming license, which is virtually guaranteed because of the track purchase, and restaurant, retail and entertainment space.

"Pennsylvania was definitely an emerging market, with a lot of untapped gamers there," Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark Brown said. "We saw it as another way to grow our market and spread the Mohegan Sun name."

Acquisition of Downs Racing Inc. also includes five off-track wagering properties around Pennsylvania.

The Mashantuckets are in competition with other companies as they apply for a free-standing slot license for their own commercial operation in the Lehigh Valley part of eastern Pennsylvania, a company official said. The tribe is in talks with Ashley Development, a firm with extensive projects in Bethlehem.

"We have been looking in various locations and have not settled on a specific site," Foxwoods Development Co. Chief Development Officer Gary Armentrout said.

But the future for both companies is sharply focused on developing gaming operations on tax-exempt Indian reservations. Indian casino gambling revenue in the United States grossed $18.6 billion in 2004, double that of Las Vegas' $9.88 billion commercial gaming industry, according to a report released by the National Indian Gaming Association this year.

"Clearly tribal gaming is the fastest growing segment of the gambling industry as a whole, throughout the United States," Weinert said. "You could argue that the sky is the limit for tribal gaming because in many cases there are no jurisdictional limits, and in many cases you don't have to wait for gaming legislation to be enacted, which is the big limiting factor with commercial gaming companies."

In 2004, the tribes entered into agreements with other federally recognized tribes in the West and Midwest to develop multi-million dollar casinos near strategic population centers. There are 411 Indian casinos now, and there is potential to grow as there are 562 federally recognized tribes across the United States.

Foxwoods Development Co., the Mashantuckets' limited liability company formed last year, has entered into a formal consulting agreement with the Chukchansi Indians to expand that tribe's existing Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino near Fresno, Calif.

The Mashantuckets also have advanced money to the Southern Paiute Tribe in Arizona and are helping it secure land into trust to build a casino near Flagstaff, Armentrout said. The tribe is also talking to tribes in California, Idaho, Oklahoma and the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska for a proposed $200 million casino near Wichita, officials said.

"Partnering with another tribe is always a welcomed opportunity for us and we look forward to sharing the expertise we have gained from operating the world's largest casino," Pedro Johnson, a tribal member and chairman of the Foxwoods Development Co. board, said in an e-mail.

Foxwoods Development Co. is privately held and does not publicly disclose any financial figures. It has been speculated, however, that the Mashantucket Pequots is the wealthiest tribe in the nation, with Foxwoods, the world's largest casino measured by square feet, taking in about $1 billion a year.

The only profit number released by the tribe is the 25 percent of slot revenue shared with the state. In the fiscal year ending September 2004, the Mashantuckets sent $800 million to the state treasury.

"The Mashantucket Pequots have been able to take a prominent leadership position in Native American gaming," Armentrout said. "A lot of tribes look to Foxwoods as inspiration and a model for that tribe's efforts to achieve its own economic success and self-determination through gaming."

For the Mohegans, promising Indian gaming markets are in reservations in Washington state and Wisconsin. The tribe has partnered with the Cowlitz Indian Tribe in Clark County, Wash., to lend it up to $6.5 million for a casino near the Oregon border, proposed to be the state's largest.

In Wisconsin, the tribe agreed last October to lend the Menominee Indians $3.1 million to develop and manage a planned casino and resort near Kenosha.

"The tribal council, faced with the situation of 'OK, here we are today, knowing the market, knowing up and coming competition, what do you do in the next years?'" Brown said. "You make sure you have multiple locations to ensure revenue is brought back to the corporation."

And Wall Street is watching. Mohegan Tribal Chairman Brown said loan rates to the tribe 10 years ago hovered near 18 percent, a rate usually designated for high risk investments, for Mohegan Sun's Phase I development in Uncasville. Now, after the proven success of the casino's $1 billion annual business, the tribe is securing loans at just over 6 percent, Brown said.

"Gaming right now is a very good investment," industry analyst Weinert said. "If you have the right site and right plan, you'll have no shortage of suitors willing to finance your project."
