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LOCAL

Cowlitz Tribe taps know-how of Mohegans in planning casino 

The Washington tribe hopes to draw on the success of a Connecticut venture for a project 20 miles north of Portland 

Monday, February 21, 2005

FOSTER CHURCH 

UNCASVILLE, Conn. -- David and Susan Gunas sit at the base of Taughannick Falls, drinks in hand, as water plunges down the rock face of a four-story indoor waterfall to an aquamarine pool. 

The rushing water at the Tuscany Bar drowns the hard-edged noise of the 300,000-square-foot Mohegan Sun casino around them. It is a place where designers have crafted each item of operation and decor to attract visitors, hold them there and seduce them to take a chance. 

They have created a money factory, one of the most profitable casinos in the world. Counting the profits of a 1,200-room hotel and other ventures, the Mohegan Sun hauled in $1.3 billion in 2004. 

The Gunases, two of about 30,000 daily visitors, have never heard of the Cowlitz Tribe of Washington, but the Cowlitz is wagering that the design and management that made the Mohegan Sun a billion-dollar success can be repeated in Southwest Washington. The Cowlitz has entered an agreement with the Mohegan Tribe of Connecticut to finance, develop and manage a proposal for a smaller, $400 million casino project at La Center junction, 20 miles north of downtown Portland. 

"We want to make sure the Mohegan Sun message is brought to Washington," Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark Brown says. 

When casino culture comes to Southwest Washington, change is inevitable. If jobs and tax money are the measure, the Mohegan Sun and the nearby Foxwoods Resort Casino are an unqualified boon to Connecticut. But they also have helped to flood rural two-lane roads with traffic, add more students who speak little or no English to local schools, and create a seductive environment that many locals blame for enabling gambling addiction. 

Machinist David Gunas' eyes widen in astonishment at the suggestion that such a casino might be unwelcome in Southwest Washington. 

"Is Washington still trying to figure out whether it is good?" he asks. "This is old news. Of course it's good for the area. Why would anyone think there is a problem with it?" 

Problem, indeed. 

The Sun rises in Connecticut 

Tribal casinos across the United States are bitterly controversial, blamed for weaving gambling culture into the fabric of the nation. At the same time, they have created jobs, jump-started local economies and enriched impoverished tribes. 

For the 2,700-member Cowlitz Tribe, which maintains headquarters in Longview, Wash., federal approval of its plans would allow it to develop a casino in one of the most desirable locations in the Northwest. Having never started or operated a casino, it has turned to the Mohegans to provide expertise and resources. 

Since 1992, the Mohegans have played a large role as the two casinos remade the face of southeastern Connecticut. 

At the Mohegan Sun, if only for an evening, any skepticism could melt. Designed by the New York architectural firm Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, the 34-story glass-sheathed hotel rises from the Earth like an emerald crystal. Inside, bathed in golden light, the design is a riff on Native American themes, interpreted for the 21st century. 

Eight miles away, the Foxwoods Resort Casino, built by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe, looms above the forested rural landscape like a fairy-tale giant's fortress. 

Between them, the Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods employ about 20,000 people. They pay 25 percent of their slot machine revenues to the state. That will amount to an estimated $437 million next year -- the fifth-largest revenue source for Connecticut. 

The Cowlitz casino, the proposal for which is being studied by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, would employ between 3,000 and 5,000 people. It would vie with Southwest Washington Medical Center as the largest employer in Clark County. A separate agreement would steer payments in lieu of property and hotel taxes to the county, as well as development fees and 2 percent of net gambling revenue to an arts and education fund, even though the tribe is not obligated to make either payment. 

The Connecticut numbers suggest boom or bust -- depending on perspective. 

"We are against it," says Ann Wrobel, eating lunch with her husband, Leo, at Rosie's, a diner on a road that leads to Foxwoods. "I have a couple of friends who were going there, and they became addicted from Day One. We worked very hard for our money, and we are not going to spend it that way." 

Arthur Lathrop, a former international investment banker who returned to his hometown of Norwich, Conn., and became mayor, sees a different picture. 

"You are looking at a failed industrial Victorian city that has a new lease on life because of the casinos that flank us on two sides," he says, striding through the downtown, where 12 significant renovation projects are under way. "The impact of casinos has been overwhelmingly positive, not only in housing but in the jingle in people's pockets." 

No one denies the casinos appeared at a crucial time. Cutbacks in Connecticut's defense industry beginning in the early 1990s meant a loss of more than 20,000 jobs. Casino hiring picked up the slack. 

"Yes, the jobs are entry level, and yes, it has caused an adjustment in the overall quality of life in southeastern Connecticut," says John Markowicz, executive director of the Southeastern Connecticut Enterprise Region, a public-private economic growth partnership. "But what would have been the alternative? Not so hot." 

The price of wages 

Employees of the Mohegan Sun widely praise the company as a great place to work, but the influx of workers created its own set of problems. 

"This is one of the best places I have ever worked at," says John Brown, 26, a craps dealer, as he lifts weights at the employee fitness center. "The management asks questions about how it would be better, which I think is cool." 

Brown says he makes about $19 an hour, three-quarters of it in tips. Starting pay for workers who do not receive tips is $8.41 an hour. The benefit package includes medical, vision, dental and prescription-drug benefits along with pension and 401(k) plans. 

Mark Brown, the tribal chairman, says the Cowlitz casino would also offer employee benefits, but he says the details would depend on the local market. 

The job gains drove unemployment in the Norwich area down to 3.5 percent in December. 

The new jobs, however, created new pressures. 

A housing shortage in Norwich has caused rents to soar, though it's unclear how much can be attributed to the casinos. 

Additionally, established businesses in southeastern Connecticut felt a labor crunch as employees flocked to work in the casinos. The demand for employees has become so great that the Mohegan Sun hires as many as 800 temporary student workers each year from abroad. 

Mark Brown, the Mohegan tribal chairman, says the Cowlitz casino probably wouldn't have to recruit foreign workers. 

"I don't see any influx now or in the near future," he says, adding that considering the higher Clark County unemployment rate, 6.9 percent in December, casino employees could be hired locally. 

An influx of Chinese American workers and others changed the face of Norwich schools, where about 30 percent of the students have at least one casino-employed parent. In October, Norwich students spoke 32 languages, including Urdu, Thai and Cantonese. 

Bernie Flowers teaches bilingual education at Greeneville Elementary, where the minority population increased from 41 percent to 67 percent since 1999. 

On a typical morning, Flowers works intensely with a group of Spanish-speaking students. His tools are energy, humor and a guitar, which he brings out to lead singalongs in two languages. 

Flowers has no problem with the casinos. 

"I find that the Mohegan Indians are the greatest people to live with and to work with," he says. "I don't see any negatives. I am not unhappy with them at all." 

Community in change 

Flowers' buoyant optimism isn't universally shared. 

In the village of North Stonington, First Selectman Nicholas Mullane works in his cluttered office in a 220-year-old wood-frame building. 

The nearby Foxwoods casino brought a troubling influence. Jobs arrived, but so did an increase in suicide in the woods, embezzlement and gambling addiction, according to Mullane, who attributes the problems to gambling losses. 

"They are a business of losers," he says of the casinos. "They are a barroom and a gambling hall. They have created a housing, labor, traffic and service problem." 

Russ Holland, chief of the Poquetanuck Fire Department in Preston, Conn., rates the casinos as "a major headache." Both casinos maintain their own fire departments, but frequently his department fills in. Before the casinos arrived, volunteers responded to about 125 calls a year. Now it's close to 600. 

But even as residents struggle to deal with the crowding and addiction, the Mohegan Sun maintains a reputation for working cooperatively with the community. 

At St. James Episcopal Church in Preston, the Rev. Jaclyn Sheldon says she feels hemmed in by casinos. 

"I would say to anybody: If you don't have a casino now, don't have a casino," she says. But she is cautiously respectful of the Mohegans. 

"The Mohegans are the most understanding of the community around them," she says. "And they treat their employees with a great deal of regard." 

Sheldon expresses an attitude common in southeastern Connecticut. 

"The Mohegans have historically tried to cooperate and partner solutions," says Preston First Selectman Robert Congdon. 

Instead of building its own sewage-treatment plant, the Mohegan Sun worked with the adjacent town of Montville to rebuild and expand its plant. The tribe also spent $35 million to expand part of Route 2A and build an access road to the casino. More recently, it agreed to spend $10 million to build a regional water system that, when completed, will connect independent community systems, including the Mohegan Sun. 

"It would never have happened without that foresight and ability to think outside the box," Congdon says. 

Looking ahead 

Such thinking has propelled the tribe from obscurity to national wealth and influence. It has built housing for the elderly, offered free college education to young people and provided each adult member of the tribe $26,000 annually. 

Howard "Russ" Beetham knows the Mohegan Tribe well. The former Montville mayor understands the impact of its wealth and influence. 

The Mohegan Sun, he says, has provided work and lifted the economy of the region. There is just one thing wrong, he says. The town of Montville negotiated an agreement with the tribe that paid $500,000 a year -- far too little, he thinks, and without an escalation clause. 

This is his advice to Washington: 

"You are lucky the Mohegan Sun is willing to come out and invest in a casino because of the jobs it will create and what it will do for the town," he says. "But don't sign anything that doesn't have an escalation clause in it and a cut of the slots." 

Foster Church: 360-896-5720 or 503-294-5900; fosterchurch@news.oregonian.com

Duwamish Tribe seeks protection for Foster Island

2005-02-20

by Jeff Switzer

Journal Reporter

Duwamish Tribe members say Foster Island near the Seattle Arboretum is a sacred tribal burial site, and the tribe opposes pilings and excavations there for a new State Route 520 bridge.

Duwamish Tribal Council chairwoman Cecile Hansen, great-great grandniece of Seattle's namesake chief, told the state she wants to be included in further discussions.

The tribe calls the island sacred, and any plan to sink pilings is a ``very serious matter'' that ``may desecrate this sacred Native site.''

``Excavations of any number and of any size violate the sanctity of this sacred Duwamish burial ground,'' Hansen told SR 520 bridge director Maureen Sullivan.

The state Department of Transportation is studying the impact of building a replacement 4- or 6-lane floating bridge, including relocating the bridge and building new pilings. The bridge designs are estimated to cost $1.7 billion to $2.9 billion to build.

As part of environmental analysis, the state is evaluating cultural impacts, including Foster Island's history as an American Indian burial site for the Duwamish villages on Lake Union, Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish.

``I think this is the first time a tribe has come forward and said the whole island was sacred,'' Paul Krueger, SR 520 project environmental manager, said Friday.

``We really need to sit down with them and develop a personal relationship. We're taking the whole issue of Foster Island being a burial ground very seriously.''

The highway department is especially cautious after excavations in Port Angeles uncovered burial sites and artifacts at Tse-whit-zen, a possibly 2,700-year-old American Indian site.

The state made the discovery during construction of a graving dock to build floating pontoons for the Hood Canal bridge, and later for the SR 520 bridge. Tse-whit-zen is being called the largest American Indian archaeological site in the state and among the most significant in the country.

In December, the state shut down the graving dock project after spending $58 million, delaying the Hood Canal and possibly the 520 bridge project.

The current bridge opened in 1963 and sits on Foster Island, home to thousands of crows and popular jogging trails.

It is said to be a burial site for the Duwamish and other lake tribes, where the dead were placed in boxes tied up in the branches of trees, though burials below ground were also used earlier by the Duwamish, tribal officials said.

Hansen said the state had not contacted the Duwamish regarding Foster Island, but she wasn't surprised. The Duwamish Tribe isn't federally recognized.

``The Duwamish are left on the porch without the keys,'' Hansen said. ``They're (the state) going to contact the Muckleshoots, who have no treaty but have a reservation by executive order.''

Hansen's point shows the continued bitter divide between Northwest American Indian tribes: The Duwamish -- the tribe that signed over the 54,000 acres that is Seattle-- are still arguing for federal recognition, while other tribes have recognition, funds and land, Hansen said.

Federal recognition brings legal and financial muscle. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe in Auburn has been in discussions with the state regarding the history of Foster Island on Lake Washington for more than three years.

Duwamish Tribal Services Board member Tom Speer wrote the Journal on Friday defending Foster Island, or Stitici, pronounced Stee-tee-tchee, meaning ``Little Island.''

``There is little doubt about the nature of Stitici,'' Speer said. ``Pioneers knew it was a Duwamish tribal cemetery. Duwamish Tribe members today know that Stitici is a sacred site where their ancestors are buried.''

Speer and Hansen said driving pilings through Foster Island is like driving pilings through Evergreen Washelli Cemetery in Seattle.

Hansen said she plans to discuss the emerging Foster Island issue with the Duwamish tribal attorney and tribal council.

The Foster Island burial site isn't widely publicized for fear of graverobbers, collectors and vandals, Speer said.

The state highway department ``cannot sink more pilings into Stitici without desecrating ancient burials and violating the sanctity of this sacred site,'' he said.

Speer, of Mercer Island, is also a founding member of an alliance, formed in defense of the American Indian excavation site at Port Angeles.

Speer said the state Department of Transportation ``needs to create solutions to their SR 520 problem -- such as offshore pilings -- that do not require despoiling the holy places of the Duwamish Tribe, the First People of Seattle.''

State officials said they were glad to hear from the tribe.

``It's state policy to work with not only federally recognized tribes but also tribes like the Duwamish, tribes working toward federal recognition,'' Krueger said.

``Sticking a shovel into an identified burial ground is not something we take lightly,'' Krueger said, noting that the location of any bridge columns has not yet been designed.

The state proposes to build the new bridge flying over Foster Island, touching down only on a handful of columns-- possibly spaced out to avoid the island altogether.

The Duwamish tribe has 571 members, Hansen said, and many other members have claimed memberships in other area tribes, including the Muckleshoot Tribe, which also includes Green and White river tribes.

Jeff Switzer can be reached at jeff.switzer@kingcountyjournal.com or 425-453-4234.

Montlake group proposes suspension bridge for 520 

KOMO news and Journal Staff

A bold new idea for State Route 520 would create a soaring signature suspension bridge between Interstate 5 and Lake Washington.

The suspension bridge, proposed by a group of Montlake neighbors, would open up wetlands, add a ramp to the proposed light rail station at the University of Washington, and bypass the Montlake Bridge.

Rob Wilkinson is one of the men behind the idea. While excited about the idea, Wilkinson knows there are hurdles to clear.

``Our whole objective of doing this is to try to put it on the table as something people should take a look at, study, determine if it's a technically feasible project,'' he said.

The state is evaluating structural and engineering feasibility and costs, and wonders where foundation towers might be built. Planners are already spending millions on environmental studies and concept designs on other options for SR 520, including 4- and 6-lane concepts that would cost $1.7 billion to $2.9 billion.

AAA just named the bridge a traffic hot spot because it is congested and dangerous. In a major earthquake, the hollow support columns could implode. Exterior walls could crack and leak.

AAA wants Congress to find the money.

``We've sat around now for 18 months'' without a federal transportation package, says AAA's Janet Ray. ``It's time to move forward so the states have an understanding of what level of funding they can expect for various projects.''

And while the state needs that federal money, it cannot count on it.

``It's not just expanding structures,'' said 520 project director Maureen Sullivan. ``It's taking care of what we've got. We haven't had the money to do that either.''

And without the money, it doesn't matter how great the vision is.

If funding from local, state and federal governments comes together, the state highway department hopes to start rebuilding a stretch of 520 from I-5 to Interstate 405 in 2009.
Casino foes: La Center project not 'done deal' 

Friday, February 18, 2005

By JEFFREY MIZE, Columbian staff writer

LA CENTER - Opponents of the Cowlitz Tribe's proposed casino urged people Thursday night not to believe the massive project is "a done deal." 

More than 75 people turned out for a meeting at La Center High School to hear concerns about the social, economic and environmental effects of the proposed casino, shopping center and hotel, which would be built along 319th Street west of Interstate 5. 

Speakers portrayed themselves as a tiny group facing a powerful adversary, especially now that the Cowlitz Tribe is working with the Mohegan Tribe of Connecticut. 

"Let's face it," said Susan Gilbert, chairwoman of the Enterprise/Paradise Point Neighborhood Association. "We are David, they are Goliath. They are about as big of a Goliath as you can have. They have a bottomless pit of money. They have wonderful public relations." 

Gilbert, and other speakers, implored people not to give up the fight. 

"Do not underestimate the power of the people," she said. "It is one of the beauties of our democracy. We have the power to dissent." 

The Cowlitz Tribe wants to establish a reservation and build a casino complex covering 500,000 square feet on 152 acres about two miles west of La Center. The Bureau of Indian Affairs is expected to make a decision on the issue in 12 to 18 months. 

The Mohegan Tribe, which built a huge casino and hotel in Uncasville, Conn., has pledged to invest $6.5 million in the Cowlitz Tribe's proposed casino complex in exchange for a percentage of the profits and an agreement to manage the project for seven years. 

State Rep. Richard Curtis, R-La Center, said the sheer size of the project has the potential to overwhelm anything else and to create a lasting image of Clark County as a place known for gambling. 

"I think we have to decide if we want that to be our heritage," he said during Thursday's meeting. 

"Nobody denies that the tribe has rights," Curtis added. "Our issue is the size of gambling going on here, the size of the casino they're going to put in, is going to devastate this community." 

Curtis, a former member of the La Center City Council, said he was encouraged to see more people paying attention to the issue. 

"There's a lot more people in this crowd than were here three years ago, when we had about five people in the audience," he said. 

Speakers said the tribe's project could harm the environment. Gilbert said the project would involve some 3 million square feet of building and pavement, creating the potential for drainage problems and environmental degradation near the East Fork of the Lewis River. 

"If you live along the East Fork, you know how many bald eagles we have," she said. 

Other speakers warned of problems with prostitution, drug trafficking, embezzlement and other crime if the project gets built, along with domestic violence and issues associated with compulsive gambling. 

Thursday's meeting was organized by Stand Up for Clark County Citizens, a group that has taken out full-page newspaper advertisements to raise concerns about the project. 

Kamie Biehl, the group's chairwoman, said before Thursday's meeting that the group has raised about $10,000, primarily from individuals. She estimated that about 15 percent of the group's money has come from La Center's small casinos. 

"We have been accused of being a front for the cardrooms," Biehl said. "We're very concerned about maintaining a distance from them." 

Cowlitz spokesman David Barnett did not buy the explanation. 

"They will say and do anything to try to scare people," he said in a telephone interview. "It's the 'not in my back yard' syndrome, and those that are being funded by the cardrooms that want to keep their monopoly on gaming." 

Barnett said the concerns voiced Thursday night will be addressed in an environmental impact statement. 

"It is our job to mitigate any negative impacts that could result from our project," he said. "We are committed to working with our community in all areas, including problem gaming." 

Barnett pledged to protect the East Fork of the Lewis River. 

"We have committed in the MOU (memorandum of understanding) with Clark County that we will abide by all the environmental restrictions, buffer zones, stormwater regulations," he said. "That will ensure there will be no detriment to the East Fork." 

"We are a confident and patient tribe," he added. "At the end of the day, we will have reservation land at the La Center interchange because we are working with our community. ... The tribe hopes to be able to work with everybody, including the people who spoke tonight opposed to the tribe. We would like to sit down with them and work out solutions."
NATIONAL
Nevada proposes helping problem gamblers

By ELIZABETH WHITE

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER
CARSON CITY, Nev. -- Linda C. finally sought help for her compulsive gambling after she came home from a devastating night at a Las Vegas casino and, staring at two handguns on her kitchen counter, contemplated suicide. Nine years later, she's a peer counselor for compulsive gamblers in Las Vegas. But she's only somewhat hopeful about a proposal from Gov. Kenny Guinn to use $200,000 in state money over the next two years to help create a program for other problem gamblers.

"I think it's highly needed," said Linda, 57, who spoke on the condition her last name not be used. "But, personally, $200,000 is just a joke."

The funding would mark the first time the state has put any money toward helping people addicted to gambling - a particular problem around Las Vegas and Reno. Other states with far less in casino revenues and a shorter history of legalized gambling contribute much more.

The governor considers the program a "first step," said his spokesman, Greg Bortolin, and hopes to get at least $200,000 in matching funds from the casino industry.

"I think symbolically this is the first time the state has ever made a commitment," Bortolin said. "What we're doing is encouraging the industry to step up and do the right thing."

Nevada's commercial casinos rake in nearly $10 billion a year, by far the highest amount of any state, according to the American Gaming Association's 2003 statistics.

While all states except Utah and Hawaii have some form of legalized gambling, just 17 provide funding for problem gambling programs, according to Keith Whyte, executive director of the National Council on Problem Gambling.

New Jersey, a distant second in casino revenues with more than $4 billion, gives at least $600,000 to problem gambling programs each year, according to Edward Looney, executive director of the New Jersey Council on Problem Gambling.

But in Nevada, the casino industry contributes the bulk of the money that goes to the problem, "hands down," said Carol O'Hare, executive director of the Nevada Council on Problem Gambling, which runs a hot line and conducts awareness campaigns.

Mike Willden, director of the state's Department of Human Resources, estimates the industry contributes nearly $1 million to a problem gambling center in Las Vegas and O'Hare's council.

Experts estimate that 1 to 2 percent of the population are pathological gamblers and up to 4 percent have a less severe problem, said Christine Reilly, executive director of the Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders.

In Nevada, those numbers are a bit higher - Willden said there are nearly 100,000 people in Nevada, or 6.4 percent, with some level of gambling problems.

Alan Feldman, senior vice president of public affairs for MGM Mirage, said it's appalling the state hasn't put up funding before. He called the proposed contribution small, especially compared to the $1.83 billion the state expects to collect over the next two years from gambling and live entertainment taxes.

Republican state senators from Reno and Las Vegas are among lawmakers proposing legislation to ensure the state budgets enough money to fund training for counselors and contracts with treatment facilities.

"The problem is a lot greater than people say," said Sen. Randolph Townsend, of Reno.

Arnie Wexler, a recovering compulsive gambler who conducts responsible gambling workshops, agrees the money is a long time coming. But he couldn't be happier to see the governor's initiative.

"This is a wonderful start and I commend the governor for doing what he's doing," he said.

On the Net:

American Gaming Association: http://www.americangaming.org 

National Council on Problem Gambling: http://www.ncpgambling.org 

Nevada Council on Problem Gambling: http://www.nevadacouncil.org 
State: Pay up or close down casino  

Marissa Stone | The New Mexican 

February 18, 2005 

The state attorney general on Thursday asked a federal judge to shut down Pojoaque Pueblo's casino north of Santa Fe if the tribe doesn't pay the state an estimated $30 million in back payments from its casino revenue-sharing compact with the state.

Attorney General Patricia Madrid filed the motion in federal court after meeting with Pojoaque Gov. George Rivera about the tribe's nonpayment of its 16 percent revenue-sharing agreement with the state. Rivera has said the state's insistence on "revenue sharing" in return for an agreement to allow gambling on American Indian land violates federal law. Pojoaque Pueblo is among 13 tribes in the state with a casino and the only one that has not paid its slot-machine revenue shares to the state.

The tribal leader, who hadn't been aware the attorney general had filed the summary judgment motion during their meeting, called her move a "sneak attack."

"While she was meeting with me, you guys knew about this," Rivera told reporters during a news conference at the Capitol on Thursday. 

The motion means the court has all the evidence it needs to reach a decision without having to go to trial. However, U.S. District Judge Bruce Black, who is presiding over the case, could also rule it should proceed to trial.

The tribe will meet with the attorney general for a settlement discussion in federal court March 2, Madrid said during a telephone interview Thursday. The tribe could agree to settle the case then.

Madrid has said the pueblo owes the state 16 percent of its past and ongoing slot-machine net revenue, but according to Rivera, has offered to settle for 12 percent "off the top." "That's still extremely high," he added.

"We will go into those settlement talks with an open mind and hope they will be willing to offer the state a reasonable amount for their liability," Madrid said.

Black's office said no hearing for the motion had been set.

The pueblo will appeal any casino shutdown order from the judge, Rivera said. 

Madrid said she hoped it wouldn't get to the point where the tribe's Cities of Gold Casino would be closed. 

If it came to that, the tribe "would look at some way of paying back the state," Rivera said.

"At this point, we're not willing to break the back of the tribal economy to pay the state over an issue that we believe is illegal in the first place. We just hope that a judge can talk some sense into her," he said.

Madrid said "no other tribe has claimed we've bankrupted them."

In 2000, Madrid sued 11 other tribes with casinos for failing to make payments to the state as required under the terms of the 1997 gambling compacts.

As a result of subsequent settlements with those tribes, the state has received about $114 million in back payments that have gone into the state coffers, Madrid said. The Mescalero Apache Tribe, which was the most recent tribe to reach an agreement, settled with the state in April.

Under new compacts signed with other tribes, the state receives a maximum of 8 percent of slot-machine proceeds. Tribes that signed new compacts are Acoma, Isleta, Laguna, Sandia, San Felipe, San Juan, Santa Ana, Santa Clara, Taos and Tesuque pueblos, and the Jicarilla and Mescalero Apaches. Santa Clara, which opened its casino in 2001, was not part of the original 2000 lawsuit.

The Pojoaque case has been in several courtrooms. Gov. Bill Richardson said Thursday he supports "the attorney general's effort to make Pojoaque Pueblo live up to their obligations, which they have so far failed to do."

In July, the state rejected a revenue-sharing proposal from Pojoaque to settle the lawsuit. The proposal involved reopening The Downs at Santa Fe, a dormant tribally owned horse racetrack, to generate money. The track would have included a limited number of slot machines.

Madrid said Thursday that the state would be willing to accept a payment plan from Pojoaque to settle its debt. Taos Pueblo entered into such an agreement with the state to settle its back payments. That agreement, which was paid off last fall, included the tribe's making an initial payment of 25 percent of what it owed and paying a 6.5 interest rate on the total amount.

Is Rivera weary of his tribe's battle with the state? "No, I'm pumped up," he said after the news conference.

Across the nation, 223 tribes in 28 states operate 411 casinos. Indian gambling brought in revenues of $18.5 billion last year.

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 



