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LOCAL

Clark College agrees to casino training 

The college makes a deal with the Cowlitz tribe to offer skills classes that would benefit a proposed casino 

Thursday, March 17, 2005

FOSTER CHURCH 

VANCOUVER -- Clark College will help train workers, possibly including dealers and slot technicians, if the planned Cowlitz casino at La Center junction is approved, the tribe said Tuesday. 

The tribe and the college have adopted a memorandum of understanding in which the college agrees to provide skills development for a range of occupations. These could include training for computer specialists and security guards as well as for occupations specific to a casino, such as casino management and dealing cards. 

"The college will be a key component in making this economic opportunity a success," Tribal Chairman John Barnett said in a news release. "Our facility will provide thousands of family-wage jobs, and we want to ensure local workers have the necessary training and skills to take advantage of these employment opportunities." 

Clark College President R. Wayne Branch said the process of providing training to casino employees would not be different from serving other industries. 

"Our role in preparing workers for the work force is to provide skills that employers need in order to maintain a high level of effectiveness in their business, regardless what their business may be," Branch said. 

Barnett and Branch said the current memorandum of understanding is only preliminary. The tribe needs to obtain a better understanding of the number of workers the casino will employ and their needs. Barnett in the past has estimated the casino could employ 3,000 to 5,000 people. 

Branch said the casino approval process is ongoing. "Once we get some understanding from the tribe, we will work to develop a timeline," he said. 

The college also needs to determine its capacity to handle the training and also study the training other educational institutions offer the gambling industry, such as the training provided by Reno's Truckee Meadows Community College to the casino industry. 

"We would have to build the infrastructure to have the skills within the institution to be able to teach the proficiencies that the Cowlitz are looking for," Branch said. 

In addition to offering training for specific occupations at the casino, Branch said Clark College could provide "career ladder" training to casino employees, which would allow them to advance in hospitality and hotel-management fields. Already, he said, the school offers programs in business management, culinary arts and hospitality that could allow casino employees to advance. 

Washington State University at Pullman offers a major in hospitality business management. 

"Maybe we can help them establish a similar program at WSU Vancouver," Barnett said. 

The casino, however, is far from a reality. An environmental impact statement is being conducted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The impact statement will be used by the U.S. Interior Department in deciding whether the federal government should take the land at La Center junction into federal trust, and whether to make it the Cowlitz Tribe's initial reservation. 

Foster Church: 360-896-5720 or 503-294-5900; fosterchurch@news.oregonian.com

Gregoire introduces five Cabinet appointees 

The new department heads are charged with making government services more accessible and efficient 

Thursday, March 17, 2005

DAVID AMMONS 

OLYMPIA -- Gov. Christine Gregoire on Wednesday replaced five more members of her predecessor's Cabinet, calling it "testimony to change." 

Gregoire, the state's first woman governor since Dixy Lee Ray was elected 28 years ago, introduced four women Cabinet officials to head the departments of Licensing, Revenue, Retirement Systems and Personnel. 

The five women strode into the news conference room together. Gregoire's fifth appointee, Christopher Liu, was out of town. He will head the Washington State Lottery. Gregoire's latest picks included a Latina, Eva Santos, and Liu, a Chinese American. 

Gregoire told reporters that her picks include women, minorities and people from outside the Olympia-Seattle region. 

The five choices announced Wednesday replace men who had been appointed by former Gov. Gary Locke. 

Gregoire's picks: 

Licensing. Liz Luce, a 12-year Clark County auditor, has served as Southwest Washington director for U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, and other Democrats. She replaces Fred Stephens and will earn $115,000 a year. 

Gregoire said she wants Luce to expand self-service options on the Internet and to find ways to prevent counterfeiting of licenses. 

Revenue. Cindi Yates is executive director of the Legislature's audit arm, the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee. She has worked for the Department of Corrections, the Senate budget committee and the revenue agency. 

Gregoire said Yates has been asked to make tax payment simple, understandable and, through use of the Internet, convenient. 

She succeeds Will Rice and will make $135,000 a year. 

Retirement Systems. Sandy Matheson, a Democrat who ran for Congress from the 4th District, will take over the top post at the retirement agency. She is a businesswoman and a community activist in the Tri-Cities. She has been head of the Gloria Meek Garlick Foundation, adjunct instructor at Washington State University, owner of a management consulting company and interim president and chairwoman of the Tri-Cities Industrial Development Council. 

She succeeds John Charles, who retired, and will earn $115,000 a year. 

Lottery. Liu has been director of retail services for the state Liquor Control Board since 2001. Before that, he was in the private sector, including seven years with Sam's Club. 

Gregoire said she has asked Liu to maximize the profits from the lottery and see if it could support additional games. She said she supports efforts to prevent and treat problem gambling, but doesn't think the lottery games are very addictive. 

Liu succeeds Ken Nakamura and will earn $115,000. 

Personnel. Santos, director of labor relations for the state budget office for the past year, will take the top personnel post and will help Gregoire cut the ranks of midlevel managers by 1,000. She negotiated a first-ever collective bargaining contract with state employees last year, a pact that Gregoire supports. Previously, Santos was deputy director of the Department of Labor and Industries. 

She succeeds Gene Matt and will earn $135,000.
Tribes thank visitor for handmade canoe

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT ANGELES -- When Gerald "Woody" Woodside took a handmade canoe to the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Center, he might have expected a word of thanks.

But tribal members who had assembled for a meeting celebrated his surprise gift in traditional ways -- singing and dancing for an hour and presenting him with gifts in return.

Woodside was a stranger from Port Gamble when he showed up at the center Saturday with a 21-foot cedar-and-fiberglass canoe atop his truck. The interior is built of cedar strips and the outside is shiny black fiberglass with bright orange trim.

He wanted to donate the canoe to youths of the Lower Elwha Klallam, calling the gift simply "a good thing to do."

"I kind of surprised them with it," he told the Peninsula Daily News.

On hand were 80 people who were planning this summer's Tribal Journey, in which people from coastal tribes will travel by canoe from parts of Canada and Washington to a gathering in Port Angeles.

Fourteen men lifted the canoe from the truck and brought it into the center's gym, where they circled the basketball court, then set the craft down on tumbling mats at midcourt.

There it was blessed by elder Johnson Charles, the Lower Elwha Klallam's spiritual adviser. Singers from several tribes took turns chanting songs of celebration and thanks. When they finished, the whole group joined in the "Journey Song."

"This is a vessel that takes us to different places," said Ray Fryberg, a Tulalip Tribes member, "different places in the land, different places in our lives."

"How many people can the canoe hold?" asked Michael Evans, skipper of the Snohomish Tribe's canoe, the Blue Heron. "An infinite number, but only four or five at a time. So fill it full of people again and again. Fill it full of young people."

City could review minicasinos 

Proposed state ban raises question again with Tacoma City Council 

KRIS SHERMAN; The News Tribune

Last updated: March 16th, 2005 02:35 AM 

At least five Tacoma City Council members believe it might soon be time to reopen the issue of minicasinos in the city before they’re banned out of business next January. 

But that doesn’t mean the council is ready to keep them, either.

“I think it’s responsible to review this issue,” said Councilwoman Julie Anderson. She said she wants informed opinions and facts about Tacoma’s scheduled ban on minicasinos.

Councilman Spiro Manthou agreed.

“We haven’t had the opportunity to discuss this, and I think in the last six years there may have been some changes” he said.

Three non-Indian minicasinos operate in the city: two Silver Dollar casinos and the Rising Dragon. 

The issue arose during a council study session Tuesday because the Legislature is considering a bill by Sen. Margarita Prentice (D-Renton) to impose a statewide moratorium on minicasinos. 

Those already in business wouldn’t have to shut down, unless banned by a city. But no new ones could open.

Thomas Dooley, a lobbyist for Silver Dollar casinos owner Tim Iszley, wants legislators to OK a version of the bill that would override Tacoma’s ban. 

That would force City Council members to take a new vote – during an election year – if they wanted to shut down the casinos in January. If the state law were worded Dooley’s way, the casinos could keep operating unless the council voted otherwise.

But as its currently written, “if this bill passes and you do nothing, the casinos will close at the end of the year,” said city lobbyist Randy Lewis.

Dooley thinks if the state changes the law at all, “then the city should have a revote.”

“They shouldn’t rely on conditions of six years ago,” he said. “The fear factors and innuendos about corruption aren’t valid.”

If the two Silver Dollars close, the city would lose about $1 million a year in tax revenue. According to Dooley, the city would lose 369 jobs and an $8.6 million annual payroll.

The council needs more than a lobbyist’s figures in order to chart the city’s future, Anderson said. Although Anderson said she opposes an expansion of gambling and doesn’t think the city should rely on casino tax revenues, she still wants a discussion about them. 

Councilman Mike Lonergan said he isn’t opposed to revisiting the issue, but he doesn’t see the point. “We have an existing ordinance passed years ago,” he said. “It is the law of the land in Tacoma that at the end of the year, these casinos would cease to exist.”

The council enacted a delayed 2006 ban on minicasinos on a 5-4 vote in October 1999. But only two of today’s nine council members, Councilman Kevin Phelps and Mayor Bill Baarsma, voted on the issue. 

Phelps and Councilman Bill Evans said they were willing to discuss the ban if there’s a change in state law, but neither gave an opinion on lifting it.

Manthou and Councilman Tom Stenger expressed opposing views.

“I’m not opposed to gambling. I enjoy it,” Manthou said. “I go to tribal casinos. I go to nontribal casinos.”

Stenger said he remembers growing up in Tacoma and being told by his father and grandfather “how the vice interests were totally corrupting our municipal government – and we were the shame of the state.”

“We gave them (the casinos) five years to pay off their investments,” he said, calling them a “lucrative monopoly” the city doesn’t need. 

Kris Sherman: 253-597-8659 kris.sherman@thenewstribune.com 
Tribes welcome and thank visitor who brings a canoe

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT ANGELES, Wash. -- When Gerald "Woody" Woodside brought a handmade canoe to the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Center, he might have expected a word of thanks.

But tribal members who had assembled for a meeting there celebrated his surprise gift in traditional ways - singing and dancing for an hour and presenting him with gifts in return.

Woodside was a stranger from Port Gamble when he showed up at the center Saturday with a 21-foot cedar-and-fiberglass canoe atop his truck. The interior is built of cedar strips and the outside is shiny black fiberglass with bright orange trim.

He wanted to donate the canoe to youth of the Lower Elwha Klallam, calling the gift simply "a good thing to do."

"I kind of surprised them with it," he told the Peninsula Daily News.

On hand were 80 people who were planning this summer's Tribal Journey, in which people from coastal tribes will travel by canoe from parts of Canada and Washington to a gathering in Port Angeles.

Fourteen men lifted the canoe from the truck and brought it into the center's gym, where they circled the basketball court, then set the craft down on tumbling mats at midcourt.

There it was blessed by elder Johnson Charles, the Lower Elwha Klallam's spiritual adviser. Singers from several tribes took turns chanting songs of celebration and thanks. When they finished, the whole group joined in the "Journey Song."

"This is a vessel that takes us to different places," said Ray Fryberg, a Tulalip tribes member, "different places in the land, different places in our lives."

"How many people can the canoe hold?" asked Michael Evans, skipper of the Snohomish tribe's canoe, the Blue Heron. "An infinite number, but only four or five at a time. So fill it full of people again and again. Fill it full of young people."

Woodside, who said he has built kayaks and canoes since 1970, said he spent 50 hours making the craft. His day job is with the Navy submarine base in Bangor, Kitsap County.

"It's much lighter" than a canoe carved from a western red cedar trunk, he said.

Woodside said he'd been dismayed by Port Angeles leaders' criticism of the Lower Elwha, blaming them for a state decision to halt construction on a graving yard where Hood Canal Bridge replacement pontoons and anchors were to be built. The state halted work in December after human remains and artifacts were found at the site, where a 1,700-year-old tribal village once stood.

"There's been some really ugly stuff around here," he said, frowning. "It's really surprised me."

Tribal members gave him a 16-inch hand-carved canoe and an artist's drawing. He seemed a bit embarrassed by the length of the ceremony.

"If we'd had 50 more tribes here, we'd be here a lot longer," Frances Charles, Lower Elwha tribal chairwoman, told him. "These songs are their traditions - traditions they uphold so they endure."

Coastal tribes recognize a gift "by song or beads or crafts or money for what has been provided ... it can be an array of different appreciations," Charles told The Associated Press on Monday. "It's in the old traditions of gift exchanges; it's something that we teach our youth today."

Four hours after his arrival, Woodside departed as an honored friend.

"You're going to be in our hearts for the rest of your life and our lives," Charles told him, "for what you have done here today."

She said the canoe will be used for training young people.
NATIONAL

Lawmaker calls for moratorium on casinos 

COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

March 17, 2005 

SACRAMENTO – A state lawmaker yesterday called for a nearly three-year moratorium on new Indian casino agreements and the creation of a commission to review the effects of gambling in California. 

Assemblyman Joe Nation, a San Rafael Democrat whose district is near a huge casino planned in San Pablo, is proposing a constitutional amendment to enact his plan. 

If approved by both houses, ACA 15, the constitutional amendment, would be placed on a statewide ballot. But even Nation's aides conceded the concept might be a legal reach. 

The authority of American Indians to conduct gaming is embedded in federal law. While tribes must negotiate gambling agreements or compacts with states, it's unclear whether California could simply refuse to negotiate. 

Former Gov. Gray Davis imposed a similar moratorium when California card clubs filed a lawsuit challenging Proposition 1A, the initiative in 2000 that legalized Indian casinos in the state. 

Tribes did not contest Davis' move, but attorneys who specialize in the field say the state is required to negotiate in good faith. 

Nation, who has been critical of the process that would allow the Lytton band to build a casino in San Pablo, said the state needs to take a hard look at "the uncontrolled proliferation of tribal gaming." 

The moratorium would extend until Jan. 1, 2008. In the interim, a state commission would study the impact of gambling in the state, which now has 55 Indian casinos believed to be generating more than $6 billion a year. 

Indian disunity is Indian dysfunction  

Posted: March 10, 2005 

by: Editors Report / Indian Country Today 

States seize on the lowest common denominator 

Just what is the New York state Indian leadership waiting for to come together in the common front that is the only way not to lose the present opportunity, as well as the only way to successfully defend inherent rights? Is it waiting for the state to slowly boil it to death or to finally kill it, as per the grand old plan, with ''a thousand small cuts?'' Is the disunity among the leadership of the various nations so completely dysfunctional that substantial danger is irresponsibly allowed to threaten future generations? And, especially this round, where, oh where are the Mohawk? Usually the most stalwart among those of the fabled Iroquois Confederacy, the Mohawk this round are dancing second-fiddle to the governor's jig. While not alone, they are the most surprising because they are an established ''in-state'' tribe not protesting the knife to the throat on taxation issues. 

Answers to these questions remain to be settled, but the Pied Piper of internecine competition when it comes to the egos of too many Indian leaders certainly makes it nearly impossible to achieve the point of common self-interest. Unity becomes a myth as elusive as the wind. This is a principle that applies to tribes within every state where there resides more than one tribe. Within New York, as within South Dakota, California and many other jurisdictions, the governor's office, municipalities and various non-Indian associations are moving fast to bring together a movement that could end up so resoundingly slamming the political doors shut that tribes won't know what hit them. 

The anti-Indian argument works to ju-jitsu the positions of tribes as true historical victims relative to the mammoth powers of the state and of federal impositions; this is presented in a new image that pictures the tribes as unruly behemoths and paints as victims the townships and municipalities adjacent to the tribes. Talk about rewriting history. With those smaller jurisdictions doing the out-front challenging, the state and national politicians can simply follow the trend, which is gaining momentum, to besmirch Indian communities and to make Indians look like ''super-citizens.'' 

The negative image of the tribes as ''super-citizens'' always emerges the moment the tribes begin to win their just historical and legal causes and achieve a fuller measure of justice in their own self-determined hands and most often within their own lands. Other sovereignties and cultures surrounding Indian reservation communities often produce substantial hateful overtones in their dealings with Indians. As we have seen, from Bishop, Calif. to central New York, white supremacist thinking blends into and is prone to capitalize on such conflicts. 

It could not be more plain to the eye that as Native nation leadership concentrates on scrambling each other's national missions, the big bullies of the block - the states that want to tear up the Indian economies and tribal powers - cut and paste together all manner of scurrilous agreements meant to primarily pillage and overturn the sovereign rights of their in-state tribes. It used to be that Indian leadership worked hard to maintain its focus on principles, but increasingly, the focus has simply turned to casino profits. 

Within New York, the governor's office dangles carrots in front of Indian eyes, and the sovereign-mindedness required to confidently and competently negotiate with the state begins to erode: the Indian leadership sways and wavers. Every Indian leader operates always with some sense of dread that another tribe will get out in front by accepting degrading terms from the state negotiators without care for the impact of their decision on the collective welfare of their related people. 

The state plays this game to the hilt, although in New York Gov. George Pataki seems to have overstepped his strategy. When negotiations with savvy Native leaders turned sluggish, the impatient New York governor rammed through very objectionable deals over the heads of the tribes within his own state. While some tribes scrambled to settle land claims and waver on taxation issues in less than advantageous terms, the U.S. Congress is moving ahead to monkey-wrench the whole basis of most of the state's offerings, with legislation coming to prohibit the kind of reservation-shopping required in the Pataki formula. 

The point of this missive, for New York and elsewhere, is that there must always be a way for the main offices of tribal leaders to sustain an open conversation and dialogue. Even in those cases where leadership does not like each other - even where they are bitter enemies - they must recognize their many important common objectives relative to the powers of their respective states, and they must develop intertribal protocols for building and sustaining intertribal relations. 

In New York, even very conservative politicians such as Alfonse D'Amato have admonished the Indian leadership for its disunity. If Indians would only come together first, the message goes, the tribes could dictate their own formula to the state. Instead, as Indian leadership markedly avoids common strategies on many important issues, the state cuts and pounces, with a scary ability to refine its age-old techniques of divide and conquer. And is it not a sign of colonized immaturity that American Indians would rather trust and cut deals with non-Indian governments rather than themselves? 

Believe it that these currents are lining up. Believe it that the Indian position in support of a separate and sovereign tax base for Indian governments is hardly ever represented in the regular media. Within New York, for example, the Buffalo News and other papers routinely directly advocate the position of New York state in its conflicts with any and all Indian tribal governments. Yet the tribal governments, all of them, from the Seneca Nation of Indians (a republic) to the Onondaga Longhouse (a clan-based government) to the Oneida traditionalist council, to the elected St. Regis Mohawk Tribal government - a wide array of governmental structures, to be sure - all are charged with meeting the needs and demands of their member-citizens, and all are charged with sustaining their communities' self-governments and expected to support these through successful economic strategies. 

New York, as with all states that host Native tribal enterprises within their borders if not within their own jurisdictions, must be taught proper conduct and procedure with Native governments. This could be done respectfully but firmly, but only after a fluid and consistent conversation among Indian governmental offices is established throughout the state. Intellectual debate must be encouraged that will draw out ideas and discussions from the broadest range of advocates in our communities, from the best research to the most practical analyses. The leadership can sit in, listen in, participate at will or simply incorporate the range of the discussion, but it would agree to consider the currents and to consider common draw-the-line points in negotiations with the state. 

No doubt, there are honorable people in the offices of the state of New York, and many among them who oppose tribal gaming development areas are sincere in their beliefs; however, they have objectives that challenge and intend to diminish or even destroy tribal sovereignty as the inherent right of American Indian people in sustaining their nations. The state would rather not destroy gooses that lay golden eggs, but it clearly would pretend to own them. It is the nature of the state sovereignty to increasingly control Indian jurisdictions. Tribal leaders cannot and must not lose sight of this important line of demarcation. 

All the tribal entities within any state stand to win substantially from squaring off with the state in as much unity of purpose and position as possible. No one would suggest this can happen easily anywhere, but let us not abdicate the responsibility for facilitating all such dialogue anywhere and any time it can happen. This point has already been confirmed within New York, where concessions on taxes by out-of-state tribes and the once powerful Mohawk have sparked a full frontal assault by the governor on the sovereignty of all Native nations within the state.  


