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LOCAL

News from the Pacific Northwest  

Posted: March 22, 2005 

by: Richard Walker / Indian Country Today 

N.W. health clinics benefit from settlement 

SEATTLE - Two American Indian health centers are beneficiaries of a settlement between the state of Washington and Medco Health Solutions. 

Port Gamble S'Klallam Health Center in Kitsap County received $15,000 and the NATIVE Project in Spokane received $20,000 in the settlement. 

Washington and 19 other states contended that Medco withheld critical information, such as cost savings, that patients, doctors and drug companies needed to make informed decisions about which prescription drugs to use. Medco agreed to change its business practices and pay $20.2 million to a consumer fund that was divided among the participating states. 

Forty-nine agencies in Washington shared $695,000 to benefit low-income, disabled or elderly consumers of prescription medications. 

University celebrates bar exam change 

SEATTLE - Seattle University Law School will celebrate the inclusion of American Indian law on the Washington State Bar Exam on April 7 from 6 - 8 p.m. at the law school. 

The celebration is sponsored by KeyBank and Williams, Kastner & Gibbs of Seattle. 

On Oct. 22, the state bar's Board of Governors voted unanimously to test potential lawyers' knowledge of tribal sovereignty, tribal civil and criminal jurisdiction, tribal sovereign immunity and the Indian Child Welfare Act. These topics will first be tested on the summer 2007 exam, allowing current law students the opportunity to study American Indian law. 

Tribal leaders said requiring future lawyers to be educated in American Indian law will prevent litigation and improve the government-to-government relationship between tribal and non-tribal governments. 

''If you look at the numbers - there are 3.2 million acres in Indian country - you can see the potential for property disputes,'' said Gabriel Galanda, Nomlaki/Concow, past chairman of the state bar's Indian Law Section, in a previous interview. 

''In 1997, Washington tribes employed 15,000 people - Indians and non-Indians - and collectively they are one of largest employers in the state. In 1997, Washington tribes contributed $1 billion in direct revenue to the state. You can begin to see the potential for business disputes involving tribal jurisdiction.'' 

Sharri Dempsey named regional manager 

OLYMPIA, Wash. - Sharri Dempsey, Northern Cheyenne Tribe member, has been named North Puget Sound regional manager in the state Department of Social and Health Services' Office of Indian Policy and Support Services. 

Regional managers serve as liaisons between DSHS programs, federally recognized American Indian tribes, Indian organizations and communities, with emphasis placed on ''government-to-government'' consultation. They help maintain tribal/state relationships and implement and maintain communication, policy development and preventative programs. 

As regional manager, Dempsey will work closely with the Tulalip, Stillaguamish, Sauk-Suiattle, Swinomish, Samish, Upper Skagit and Nooksack tribes, the Lummi Nation, urban Indian communities, BIA, IHS and other state agencies. 

The North Sound Regional Support Network provides mental health services to DSHS clients in the region. 

Dempsey has worked with the Tulalip Tribes' family services program, is a licensed therapist and certified counselor and has held other positions in public relations and marketing. She has bachelor's degrees in human services and business administration. 

N.W. Indian lawyers give $6,500 to law students 

SEATTLE - The Northwest Indian Bar Association has given $6,500 in scholarship money to Northwest American Indian students pursuing law degrees. 

That brings the scholarships awarded over two years by the association and the Washington State Bar Association's Indian Law Section to $40,000. 

''NIBA is excited and grateful to be in a position to support Northwest Native law students, financially and otherwise,'' said association President Lael Echo-Hawk, Pawnee, counsel for the Tulalip Tribes. 

''The Indian Legal Scholars Program awards acknowledge the students' demonstrated commitment to Indian country and showcase the Northwest tribal bar's pride in our future Indian lawyers.'' 

Richard Walker is a correspondent reporting from San Juan Island, Wash. Contact him at irishmex2000@yahoo.com.
Tacoma City Council should take a public vote on changing ban 

DICK SONNTAG; Port Orchard

Last updated: March 19th, 2005 02:35 AM 

Re: “An end-run around Tacoma’s casino ban?” (editorial, 3-15). 

Your editorial was right on. We don’t need an expansion of gambling or a quiet way to do away with the ban in Tacoma. We don’t need government by trickery or secret meeting.

If the Tacoma City Council wants to do something to change the ban, it needs to do it by vote at an open, public meeting. Council member Julie Anderson is right; the council needs to debate this, and all issues, and vote on them in front of us.

After all, it never hurts to open the doors and windows of government and let the people in. (Sonntag is a former Tacoma City Councilman.)

NATIONAL
Gambling not best use of money

Monday, March 21, 2005

Tribal casinos contend that they are pumping $1 billion into Oregon's economy through their gambling operations ("Tribes press case on gaming," March 8). Before we get too excited about this economic "benefit," we need to realize that this is not new money. This is money that is being diverted from other uses. 

This is money not being spent at restaurants, movie theaters, hotels and entertainment events. And even more disconcerting is that in some cases, this is money not being spent at grocery stores and doctors' offices. 

Gambling is exploding all around us. (Casinos and the lottery) siphon money away from better uses. 

CRAIG WALKER Vancouver


