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LOCAL
Board denies alcohol license for Kirkland casino

2005-05-04

by John Huether

Journal Reporter

KIRKLAND -- A youth hockey group's efforts to open a casino in nearby Kingsgate suffered a setback Tuesday when the state Liquor Control Board turned down its application for a license to sell alcohol.

Opposition from residents in the unincorporated community, as well as from King County officials, was cited by the three-member board.

Representatives of the Sno-King Amateur Hockey Association could not be reached for comment late Tuesday afternoon, but they are expected to appeal the denial, which followed a recommendation by the liquor board's licensing division.

An appeal must be filed within 20 days.

The association wants to open a 15-table card room, lounge and restaurant as part of a renovated bingo hall at 12526 N.E. 144th St. The effort is seen as a key to boosting fund-raising that supports youth hockey and figure-skating programs.

Community residents, however, have picketed and signed petitions opposing the casino, citing fears of crime and drunken-driving associated with the gaming operation.

Yakima-based Casino Caribbean would run the casino for the amateur hockey association, which has seen revenues from its bingo operation decline steadily since the days when it brought in as much as $500,000 a year.

```This is something we have to do in order to help our cause,'' association president Steve Cole told the Journal earlier this year.

Cole could not be reached Tuesday, but a spokeswoman for the Liquor Control Board said an appeal is likely.

``They've put a lot of effort into this application and have a lot invested in it,'' said public information officer Sharon Michael.
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Tulalip outlet center to open as state's biggest

By Peyton Whitely

Times Snohomish County Bureau

The stores at Seattle Premium Outlets expect plenty of customers when they debut tomorrow.

Days before the opening of the Seattle Premium Outlets on the Tulalip Reservation, a bus arrived with a group of tour operators for what's known as a fam tour, or familiarization tour, sponsored by the Snohomish County Tourism Bureau. 

Such a trip is intended to draw national — and international — attention to the outlet stores, along with such spots as the Boeing Tour Center at Paine Field and the tulip fields of the Skagit Valley. 

"Asian people, they love to shop," said David Siu, the owner of Harvest Tours in Vancouver, B.C., who estimates he books about 5,000 visitors a year through his agency, many of them from Southeast Asia. 

The outlet stores, he said, will be a key stop because "in Vancouver, we have no factory outlets." 

Pat Breeding and Barbara Cenac of Cajun Tours and Cruises in Houma, La., said they mainly book senior-citizen tours, and going to stores is a big part of the trips. 

"We always allow them an amount of time to shop," Breeding said. 

After months of construction, most of the 100-plus stores that make up the outlet center will open for business at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

At 383,000 square feet, it will be the biggest outlet center in the state, about twice the size of Chelsea Property Group's other Washington outlet development, along Interstate 90 in North Bend. By comparison, the newly redone Alderwood shopping mall in Lynnwood has about 1.5 million square feet. 

Seattle Premium Outlets, 10600 Quil Ceda Blvd., sits next to the Tulalip Casino, across Interstate 5 from Marysville. The stores include such familiar names as Banana Republic, Borders, Chico's, the Gap, Harry and David, Kitchen Collection, Liz Claiborne, Movado, Samsonite, Seiko and Tommy Hilfiger. 

The center is open air, though the buildings have awnings to protect shoppers from rain. Along with the shops, it features a food court, performance space and rubber-floor play areas. 

Preparations have been in full swing. At the Coach store, for example, Jennifer Valencia had come up from her job as a store manager in California to help with the opening, as workers moved in 17,000 Coach handbags and other items. 

"It's going to be a big store," she said. 

At the Nike Factory Store, manager Mikka Costa had arrived from the Fresno, Calif., area about three weeks earlier to oversee the opening. 

The 17,000-square-foot store will be the biggest Nike factory outlet in the region, she said. About 55 employees have been hired, and they've been busy moving boxes of shoes into displays to get ready for tomorrow. 

Though Costa declined to give sales figures, the store expects big business, and one reason was apparent on the ends of the boxes: Shoes that retail for $110 in the Nike store in downtown Seattle were marked at $69.99 at the outlet store. 

"They're not seconds," Costa said. "They've just usually been out three to six months." 

At the Sony store, the same types of discounts were being put on the shelves. A manager said the store will mainly sell refurbished computers and other equipment, all carrying factory warranties, for about 30 percent less than similar products in traditional retail stores. 

The development is generating about 1,000 jobs, said Lisa Taylor, Seattle Premium Outlets' assistant general manager, although not all the stores will have as many employees as the Nike outlet. 

All the jobs hadn't been filled, either, and help-wanted signs still hung in the windows of many stores a few days before the opening. 

Chelsea, the center's owner, has more than 50 outlet centers across the United States. It opened its first outlet center in 1981 in New Jersey and bought the Factory Stores at North Bend in 2001. The company is a subsidiary of the nation's largest shopping-center developer, the Simon Property Group of Indianapolis. 

The concept of manufacturers selling their own goods at discounted prices in outlets on the edges of major metropolitan areas began appearing in the 1980s. And by 1990, there were 183 outlet centers, according to the International Council of Shopping Centers, an industry trade group. Now the figure is put at 312 nationally. 

The new outlet center represents the continued retail growth along the Interstate 5 corridor. That's especially true north of Seattle, where Wal-Mart plans stores in Stanwood and Arlington, and Everett expects to develop city-owned property along the Snohomish River with a combination of shops, offices and residences. 

Peyton Whitely: 206-464-2259 or pwhitely@seattletimes.com 

Tribes to open books on food inspections

By Christopher Schwarzen

Times Snohomish County Bureau

Patrons of food establishments on the Tulalip Reservation soon will no longer need to wonder when the places were last inspected. 

The Indian Health Service, which makes inspections on the reservation, doesn't provide restaurants, fast-food places and espresso stands with notices for public viewing, as the Snohomish Health District does elsewhere in Snohomish County. 

But that should change in the next month or so, said tribal officials who contract with the Indian Health Service for the inspections. 

The federal agency's inspection criteria for food establishments match the health district's, said Steve Gobin, the Tulalip director of health and human services. 

"We're reviewing a final draft for a similar plan that we hope should be ready within a month," Gobin said. "The notices should be the same as at the health district, listing the inspection date, who inspected it and other contact information." 

Such a notice will indicate that the food establishment passed inspection, Gobin said. 

The health district inspects restaurants three times a year unless there have been problems, said Rick Zahalka, a district manager. 

Places such as espresso stands are checked once or twice a year. The health district has nine inspectors for 2,850 food establishments, about 1,100 of which are full-service restaurants and fall under the highest risk category. 

On the reservation, there are only a dozen or so places needing inspections, including the three restaurants in the Tulalip Casino, Gobin said. According to Indian Health Service officials, these establishments are inspected at least two to three times annually. 

Once reports are made, they're handed over to the Tulalips, who are responsible for ensuring inspections are conducted. 

For a time, the Snohomish Health District inspected some of the nontribal food establishments on the reservation, Zahalka said. But confusion over who had jurisdiction led the district to leave all food establishments there under the oversight of the Tulalips, Gobin said. The new policy should put an end to any misconceptions that reservation food establishments are not inspected, he said. 

The Tulalips and the health district police their own programs. 

"In years past, the state of Washington used to come in and do audit checks on the program," Zahalka said, but that was before state budget cuts. "They don't do that anymore, so we are somewhat self-policing at this point." 

A food inspection can take two to three hours if an establishment is fairly new or there have been previous violations, Zahalka said. But typically, those with clean slates can be inspected much faster, he said. 

Christopher Schwarzen: 425-783-0577 or cschwarzen@seattletimes.com 

NATIONAL
Betting on American Indians

Indian tribes, flush with casino wealth, gain political clout

Tuesday, May 3, 2005 Posted: 7:13 PM EDT (2313 GMT) 

Casino revenue has made American Indian tribes sources for political fund raising. 

PALO ALTO, California (CNN) -- American Indian tribes, now flush with tremendous casino wealth, may be the most intriguing new political force in America today. 

Emerging from a long history of genocide and injustice at the hands of European colonizers and then white Americans, American Indian tribes have begun to exert significant influence in American politics. 

A major Supreme Court case in the late 1980s, followed by supporting congressional legislation, made it possible for dozens of tribes from California to Connecticut to own and operate casinos on sovereign reservation lands. 

Last year, the nation's more than 400 Indian gaming casinos generated more than $18 billion dollars in revenue -- a staggering amount that is more than the NFL, the NBA and Major League Baseball generate in one year combined. 

Today, Democratic and Republican strategists regularly identify American Indian tribes as a top fund-raising source for aspiring and incumbent congressmen and senators. 

Prominent politicians such as Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert know to schedule key tribes on their fund-raising tours. 

Several key states in the Southwest and the Great Lakes region also have seen the emergence of American Indians as a swing voting group. 

In recent, hotly contested races in Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota, American Indians have comprised as much as 15 percent of the vote. 

Many observers credit Democratic South Dakota Sen. Tim Johnson's narrow victory in 2002 (by 524 votes over John Thune) to heavy Indian turnout. 

While many minority groups have aligned with the Democratic Party over the last 50 years, American Indian tribes have built strong relationships with Republicans. From Sen. John McCain of Arizona to Rep. Tom Cole of Oklahoma, the tribes' staunchest patrons increasingly have come from the GOP. 

This recent closeness to the GOP could be due in part to the fact that Republicans are currently in power, but it may also reflect competing interests between traditional Democratic constituencies, such as environmentalists, and some tribes. 

Significantly, American Indian ties to the GOP are not always trouble free. For example, some of House Majority Leader Tom DeLay's recent difficulties are tied to lobbyist Jack Abramoff, who some allege was bilking Indian tribes out of political lobbying fees in exchange for supposed access to DeLay and others. 

Despite their growing political influence, it is important to remember that the Indian community in the United States still consists more of "have-nots" than "haves." 

While many tribes are starting to change their economic circumstances in dramatic ways, mostly through the operation of casinos, almost 30 percent of American Indians in the United States live below the poverty line -- nearly three times the national rate.

Hence, one of the larger questions looming over the political emergence of American Indians is: Will the few help the many? 

Can prosperous tribes help improve the situation of poverty-stricken, non-gaming reservations like the one in Red Lake, Minnesota (where a troubled teenager recently killed nine people)? 

And by influencing change in education, health care, economic development and other policies for American Indians, can the tribes with political muscle have an even broader impact on overall national policy in those areas -- profoundly affecting the policies not just as they relate to American Indians, but whites, blacks and others?

Even with greater wealth and political influence, Indians undoubtedly will have to continue to combat racism, negative stereotypes and the lingering effects of the loss of their land, culture and traditional way of life. 

But if they can overcome the various challenges, the tribes could become a significant new force to be reckoned with in mainstream political America.

Pombo continues hearings on off-reservation gaming

Monday, May 2, 2005 

The House Resources Committee held its second hearing on the controversial subject of off-reservation gaming last week,drawing views on both sides of the heated debate. 

Rep. Richard Pombo (R-California), the chairman of the committee, is holding the hearings to take comments on a discussion bill he drafted that would limit off-reservation casinos. He said he has received "excellent analysis" on the proposal so far. 

"It has also resulted in a tremendous amount of unsolicited input from tribes, local leaders and private citizens across the nation," Pombo said of the measure. 

At issue during Wednesday's hearing is the bill's potential effect on tribes who are seeking to build casinos across state lines. Proposals are pending in at least a dozen states, from New York to Colorado to California. 

Leaders and supporters of three tribes pleaded with Pombo not to do anything to hurt their prospects of opening casinos in other states. They said the current process for acquiring off-reservation land for gaming is not broken. 

"Indian gaming is not out of control," said Charles D. Enyart, the chief of the Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, which is eyeing up to nine sites in Ohio for gaming. 

William Blind, the vice chairman of the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, said Pombo's bill was a reaction to the "perceived problem" involving out-of-state gaming proposals. He noted that no tribe has ever been given approval to open a casino in another state since the passage of Indian Gaming Regulatory Act in 1987. 

"I say that it is a perceived problem since in 17 years, it has never occurred," testified Blind, whose tribe is seeking land in Colorado for a casino. "There has never been a single case of land being taken into trust under this rule." 

But critics of "reservation shopping" called on Congress to act before approval is ever given. They said tribes are making dubious claims on land to which they have no ancestral, geographic, historic or cultural connection. 

"There's been an increase in proposals to create off-reservation gaming in extra-legal ways, seriously threatening the purposes of this act," said Rep. Jerry Weller (R-Illinois), whose state is being looked by the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation of Kansas and the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin, whose vice president Wade Blackdeer testified at the hearing. 

Cynthia J. Abrams, a member of the Seneca Nation of New York and a reverend of the United Methodist Church, said the church respects tribal sovereignty but is categorically opposed to gaming. She said off-reservation casino proposals are a sign that Indian people have lost sight of themselves and their fellow tribes. 

"We believe that off-reservation casinos are having a negative effect on inter-tribal relations," she told the committee, "and between tribal and community relations." They are also fostering an "anti-sovereignty climate" in the country, he said. 

Pombo said he drafted his bill to take control of the situation before it gets out of hand. He said he is particularly concerned about out-of-state casino proposals because they appear to have generated the most opposition. 

As drafted, the legislation would limit off-reservation casinos to two Indian Economic Opportunity Zones" per state. The Interior Department would be allowed authority to designate the areas. 

To accomplish this goal, the bill amends Section 20 of IGRA, the section that sets the circumstances for which off-reservation gaming is allowed. As a general rule, off-reservation gaming is prohibited unless the state and local communities where it is proposed agree under a process known as a two-part determination. 

Since 1988, only three tribes have successfully completed this process and at least seven more have been rejected, either by Interior or by the state involved. Eight more applications are pending in California, New York, Wisconsin and Michigan. 

But there are exceptions to the rule, and tribes have sought to take advantage of them. Newly recognized tribes and tribes whose recognition has been restored by Congress are eligible to acquire lands for gaming without going through the two-part process. In these cases, the tribes never had a previous reservation, or the reservation had been terminated. 

Tribes with existing reservations can seek an exception in connection with a land claim. The Seneca Nation of New York was able to open two off-reservation casinos under a deal with the state that had to be approved by Congress. 

Tribes can also ask Congress for special legislation to authorize an off-reservation casino, although this route is a difficult one. A California tribe was able to acquire land for a casino in the Bay Area through a Congressional rider that is now being examined for possible modification. 

Finally, some tribes in Oklahoma have been able to open casinos on land not immediately connected to their former reservations. The Interior Department's Inspector General will be releasing a report that cites at least 10 instances in which a tribe, or tribes, skipped the IGRA process. 

Pombo isn't the only leader in Congress taking up off-reservation gaming. Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona), the chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, held a hearing on the subject in March and is planning additional hearings.


